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l N S l G H T s tion than criticism. To get your point across, start

off by agreeing, truthfully, with some aspect of the
. other person’s point of view. After all, not every-
“The land of Israel is ve.ry 3""": " (14:7) comes to the Land looking for spirituality, hething he said could have been wrong!

‘I don’t know how youlive in this country! oo onchanted even by tpiysicalbeauty of Reb Moshe Leib of Sassov once saw a noble-
You're living in the Third World! It's dirty and gret; visrael. On the other hand, if a person i@an riding in a carriage with his wife and children.
dangerous! It's beyond my comprehension whyo \orthy, everything will seem dirty and The carriage was drawn, not by horses, but by an
someone with a decent standard of living Woulgingy_ ' entire Jewish family. To increase their speed, this
uproot himself and live in a Levantine slum! However, Eretz Yisrael will never embarrasdiendish nobleman kept lashing them.

Why is it that to some people the Land ofa person. So rather than suffering the embay- Reb Moshe Leib, who had a very distinguished
Israel seems so beautiful while others struggle {Qcsment of being rejected by the Land, Ere}%earing, held up his hand and halted the carriage.

see its beauty and leave disappointed? Yisrael allows the person to think thae had e looked inside and saw the nobleman’s son.

There once was a beautiful princess who hq%jectedher Suddenly, Reb Moshe Leib gathered the child into
his arms and began to kiss him, exclaiming what a

many suitors for her hand in marriage. Based on The Ramban in a letter to his studen : ; ; P
Obviously she could not marry all of her suitors, ﬁaxgy ﬁéldpzftnjihimogosvig?\t; t?]r;?] Sceoﬁ:g‘éz

and so she devised a plan to select the more to th bl that the cri f the family wh
promising candidates: When a young man 0 the nobleman that the cries ot the family who
were harnessed to his carriage were harming the

would come to woo her, her servants would . - : ) .
usher him into an ante-chamber. On the table in ‘ Ad Calev stilled the people towards Cz”qs den;]otlonabll well-being. dReE l\;losr_lle Leib
‘ advised the nobleman to send the amily away.

front of him were some fruit and some books of Moshe and said “We should certainly Upon hearing this, the nobleman immediately freed
Torah scholarship. The servants told him that g0 up and possess the Land for we the family... : y

the princess would be with him shortly. They  are well able to take it.” (13:30) If you want someone to ‘lend me your ears;

bade him to make himself comfortable and téFriends, Romans and Countrymen, lend me YOUryou must first find something that their ears will

help himself to some fruit. What the suitor didears. | come to bury Caesar not to praise him..." \yant to ‘borrow’!

not know was that there was a spy-hole in the Mark Anthony must have learned a thing or two « Based on Eser Tzichtzachus in
wall of the room. Through this, the princesdrom ("havdil) Calev in this week's Parsha! Rabbi Zelig Pliskin’s Growth through Torah
would observe the aspiring husband. Calev knew that after hearing the negative

If he took a piece of fruit and maddeacha words of the spies, the people were in no mood to

with the proper concentration, or if he took up &€ar anything good about Moshe Rabbeinu. And
book and began to learn intently, then she wou us, his first words gave the people the impression

: ) t he was going to speak against Moshe. It was “And also it as land flowing
?;:?:ahntyher finest apparel and appeared aéon y once he had gained their attentio, that he start- with milk and honey.” (12:27)
) . . ise Moshe. i
If, however, the suitor took some fruit anded to praise Moshe Eretz Yisraels the channel through which flows

. . L If you want someone to listen to you, the worsthe spiritual current that supports the entire uni-
failed to make drachg or idled his time away ng yoy can do is to start of by saying “YOuTeyerse. It's a pumping station, funneling spiritual

and didn't use the opportunity to learn Torahyongi” That's a real ear-closer. If you want to 9bnergy to the cosmos. This spiritual pipeline

then she would put on torn rags, blacken her faggur point across, you must first make sure that e mes down 1o this world througter Habayi

and teeth and emerge looking like a hag. other persoris listening to you The nature of @ w01 o Mount dth diat tt)tlws h
Eretz Yisrael is like that princess. If a persoperson is that he is more ready to listen to approbar. - P Vount and hen radiates outthroug

continued on back page

t the insistence of the Bnei Yisrael, and with Hashem’s permigport of the scouts pass away. A remorseful group, regretting its prgyious
sion, Moshe sends twelve scouts, one from each tribe, to invesistake, rashly begins an invasion of the Land based on Hashem'’s ofginal
tigate Canaan. Anticipating trouble, Moshe changes Hosheasmmand. Moshe warns them not to proceed, but they fail to heed this
name to Yehoshua, expressing a prayer that Hashem shouldwaining, and are massacred. Hashem instructs Moshe concerning thg| offer-
let him fail in his mission. They return 40 days later, carryingngs that will be made when the Bnei Yisrael will finally enter the Lang{ of
unusually large fruit. When ten of the twelve scouts state that the peoplisiael. The people are commanded to renhadlah a donation for th
Canaan are as formidable as the fruit, jag Kohanim from their dough. The laws for
men are discouraged. Calev and Yehos offering after an inadvertent sin, for an indj-
the only two scouts still in favor of th o v E R v l E W vidual person or a group, are explaingd.
invasion, try to bolster the spirit of the pe Should someone blaspheme against Hasflem
ple. The nation, however, decides that ¥ and be unrepentant, he will be cut off spirify-
Land is not worth the potentially fatal risks, and instead they demandlly from his people. One man is found gathering wood on public progerty
return to Egypt! Hashem is ‘angered’ by this attitude, but is eventually ‘pla-violation of the laws of Shabbos, and is put to death. The latestzi§
cated’ by Moshe’s fervent prayers. However, He declares that the natwe taught, and twice a day we recite this section of the Parsha becfuse it
must remain in the desert for 40 years until the men who wept at the faésainds us of our Exodus.
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“Women light the Shabbos candles, observe th

laws of Niddah (family purity) and properly|
bake Challos (by tithing a portion of them)
Their merit will protect them when the day
comes for them to give birth. If they were n

be a quick one”

his is based on a MishnasHabbos 31
familiar to those who recite the chapter d

Bameh Madlikinin the Sabbath Eve prayer sert

vice. It states that women are prone to dang
during childbirth for being negligent in the
observance of family purity, tithing thehallah
they bake and lighting Shabbos candles. In th
Mishnah the candle-lighting is listed last, but i

this song of tribute to the Sabbath we mention|it
first as a merit for a woman to have a safe ap

swift delivery.

OHRNE 1

THE OHR SOMAYACH TORAH MAGAZINE ON THE INTERNET

Published by OHR SOMAYACH TANENBAUM COLLEGE
POB 18103, Jerusalem 91180, Israel

General Editor: Rabbi Moshe Newman
Web Advisor: Rabbi Reuven Lauffer
Production Design: Lev Seltzer

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS:
Weekly Daf, Sing My Soul:
Rav Mendel Weinbach
Ask the Rabbi:
Rabbi Moshe Lazerus,
Rabbi Avrohom Lefkowitz,
Rabbi Reuven Subar
Insights, Overview, Haftorah:
Rabbi Yaakov Asher Sinclair

Produced by the Office of
Information and Communication
Rabbi Eliezer Shapiro, Director

OHRNET is available from several sources:
* E-MAIL VIA INTERNET:
Write to ohr@jer1.co.il for information.
*WorLD WiDE WEB:
Our address is: www.jerl.co.il/lorgs/ohr
* FAX AND REGULAR MAIL WITHIN ISRAEL :
To subscribe, mail us a letter, or fax a request
with your name & fax number to 02-812890.
* US-MaiL wiTHIN NORTH AMERICA:
Call 1-800-431-2272 for subscription information.
« Current and Back Issues are also archived on
the Jerusalem1 Gopher (gopher.jerl.co.il).

« If you have a question about Judaism,
you can submit it to Ask THE RABBI.
Just send your question using E-Mail to “ohr@jer1.co.il”
and set the subject to “A sk THE RABBI".
We can't include all questions submitted in the column,
but we do try to respond to everyone personally.

© 1996 OHR SOMAYACH INSTITUTIONS - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
* THIS PUBLICATION CONTAINS WORDS OF TORAH.
PLEASE TREAT IT WITH DUE RESPECT.

Rene Leermakers
<leermake@natlab.research.philips.com>
wrote:

Dear Rabbi,

| am wondering whether Jewish law
would have prevented the mad-cow-dis-
ease problems in the UK. Kosher ani-
mals are largely herbivorous and | have
always thought that this is not acciden-
tal. Is it forbidden to eat cows that eat
meat? Shalom

eDear Rene Leermakers,

No

‘mad-cows.’
But you're right: It’s

, it's not forbidden to eat cov
that eat meat. In this send&shrut
tlaws wouldn't necessarily pro-

negligent in observing these laws the birth will tect people from eatine

Speaking of mad cows:

Two cows are having a chatrabazing
in the English countryside:

One cow says to the other: “Bert,
aren’t you worried about this terrible new
disease that everyone’s talking about?”

“Not at all,” answers Bert.

“Why not?”

“Because I'm a squirrel.”

David Bitton
< davidbi@microsoft.com> wrote:
Dear Rabbi,
Is one halachically allowed to
attend the marriage of a parent?
For example my mother
passed away many
years ago, and my
. father is now remarry-
|ng. I've heard that it
is not permissible for
the children to attend

¢ not accidental that kosr
animals are largely herbi

the wedding, is there any
basis for this?

erOrous: _ ] PS If you could reply ASAP |
Rabbi S.R. Hirsct would appreciate it, the wedding is
writes that vegetables — In next Sunday.

iIssomerespects — are the preferred food for o
' aperson’s spirituality. In the animal world Dear David Bitton,

" herbivores are the most desirable for food: Yes, there is a basis for this. According

dSince they eat only plants, they arearer t0 widespread custom, children do not
attend a parent's second marriage. One

to the plant world than the carnivores.
Rabbi Hirsch draws a second paralldPgical explanation is that the children’s
between kosher animals and plants: presence is a reminder of the first spouse,
Kosher animals have four stomachs2nd could thus mar the joy of the occasion.
The food passes through two stomachs, | asked Rabbi Yosef Shalom Elyashiv,
goes up to the mouth and is chewed agaiﬁhlita, about this custom. He gave the fol-
and then sent down to the other two stonfowing explanation: ~ Children have an
achs. “Thus,” writes Rabbi Hirsch, “theseobligation to respect their parents even
animals spend a great deal of time in thafter the parents have passed away.
absorption of food, which may be termedittending the marriage of a surviving par-
the vegetative activity of animals.” In thisent would be disrespectful to the deceased
respect, kosher animals are more ‘plantyparent.
than carnivores, which have short
intestines and spend little time in the pas20urces:

sive, plant-like digestive activity. &Sgg'r‘:]ga” AruchYoreh De’at240:9

YIDDLE RIDDLE

At the end of Moshe’s life, Hashem shows Moshe the entire land of Israel.
But where does the Torah indicate that Moshe saw Chevron long before that?
Answer next week!

This issue is dedicated in memory of

ELLIOTT BERNSTEIN O.B.M.
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Menachos 30 - 36

ious formulations of the Divine Names.tself which is a subtle combination of two
Only when Moshe brought us the Torah wawords in addition to its simple, literal mean-
The last eight passages in the Torah prj;‘t_rev_ealed to him hoyv to break up thosg Ieing_. “Tot’ is _two in the language of Katfi
sent a mystery for they begin with thders in a manner which would communicatevhile “Fos’ is two in the language of
words “And there Moshe died.” How, askHashem’smitzvosand messages to us. Sd\frica, and the combination of the two

our Sages, could Mosk~

too was the meaning of the lettergquals four.
Moshe wrote at the end of his
complete

But how are we to understand defining a
Seferword in the Torah on the basis of its simi-

truthfully write that he die |
while he was alive ar technically _ erwo _ _
writing? Torah unknown until after his larity to one in a foreign language?

The explanation prc
posed by Rabbi Yehu
that these last passal
were written by Moshe
disciple Yehoshua after his
death is rejected by his colleagye
Rabbi Shimon on the grounds t
Moshe refers to the Sefer he wrote
his lifetime as “this Sefer Tora
(Devarim 31) which he would not d
if this scroll was missing even a si

departure.

gle letter, let alone eight whole passages.

Rabbi Shimon’s own explanation is tha
these last eight passage were written in g, By ) -
different fashion than the rest of the Toralom Ben Arza, 6 Harav Mishklov, Har Nof, o Torah is written.
— “bademd Various interpretations of jerysalem, Telephone 02 - 651-8128.)

this phrase are offered by the commen-
taries. One of them is that it is aligned to
the word ‘medumé& which means mixed

together. All the letters of these eight pas-

Insights, explanations and comments for the
seven pages of Talmud studied in the course
of the worldwide Daf Yomi cycle.

How do we know that four Torah chap-

(The same question arises in regard to

* Menachos 30a the deduction made by the Sage Shimon
(This commentary is taken ben Azai (Succah 35a) that the mysterious
from a collection

extremely helpful mater- taxen for performing a mitzvah on Succos
ial in Hebrew onDaf

of word “hadar” used in regard to a fruit to be

means amsrog,which requires watering in
addition to rain. His basis is the fact that
“hadar’ is similar to the Greek word
“hydra” for water.)

The explanation offered by the com-
mentaries is that up until the attempted
rebellion against Heaven of the generation

ﬁayomipublished in booklets on a regular basigf the Tower of Bavel all mankind spoke
under the title of Yosef Daa% Teachers and

dents of Daf Hayomi can order these bookle

Lashon Kodeshthe holy tongue in which
Even after Hashem
dispersed the tower builders by introducing
the disunity of separate languages, some
elements of the original tongue lingered in
the new ones. So when we find a word in
the Torah which is unfamiliar to us and

sages were dictated to Moshe by Hashemters are to be placed in four compartmen{gcate a parallel to it in another language

be written in an unbroken sequence with nfpr the Tefillin we place on our head? t
Rabbi Yishmael identifies the sources
fashion that the Torah was written before ithe number of times the wordotafog ©
was given to Israel when the letters did nafppears in the Torah. Rabbi Akiva, howeynfamiliar word.
form the words we know but served as vater, deduces the number four from the word

formation of words.

It was in a similar

ere is a basis for assuming that it is a rem-
a%ant of Hebrew and can be used by our
ages as a clue to solving the mystery of the

» Menachos 34b

1. Why is the portion about the spies written immediately after the por- Jewish People that they could be victorious. How did the Jewish
tion about Miriam’s havingzara’'as? People respond?

2. Which Tribe did not send a spy? 13. Which portion oEretz Canaardid Calev receive?

3. Which fruit did themeraglimbring back fromEretz Yisrae? 14. “How long shall | bear this evil congregation (14:27)?" Hashem is

4.  How many men were needed to referring to the temeraglimwho slan-
carry the cluster of grapes? dered the Land. What important concept

5. Which of themeraglimreturned do we learn from this verse?
empty handed? 15. Which two locations were named

6. Why did Hashem shorten the jour- for events which occurred Parshas
ney of themeraglin? Shlact?

7. With which true statement did the 16. How is themitzvahof Challah
meraglimbegin their evil report? different from othemitzvosthat are asso-

8. How did Calev quiet the people? ciated withEretz Yisrae?

9.  Why did the Land appear like a “land that eats its inhabitants”  17. What is the minimum measuremen@tfallahthat must be given to
(13:32)? aKohenaccording to Torah Law? Rabbinical Law?

10. On which date did the Bnei Yisrael cry because of the report of th&8. How does the prohibition against worshipping idols differ from all
meraglin? How did this affect the future of the Jewish Nation? other prohibitions in the Torah?

11. “Don't fear the people of the land... their defense is departed”  19. How many times did the Jewish People keep Shabbos before some-
(14:9). Who was one of their “defenders™? one violated it by gathering wood?

12. Calev and Yehoshua praideetz Canaarand tried to reassure the 20. From what istechele$derived?

| Didn't Know That!

The mitzvahof Challah,taking the first portion of the dough, actsSince Hashem knew that the Jewish People would sin througt
as a reminder that everything man has is a gift from Hashem.| sending theneraglim why did He allow the Jewish People to send
* Avnei Ezel| them?

Answers on back page




Answers to this Week’s Questions!
All references are to the verses and Rashi’s

commentary, unless otherwise stated.

. . this all that Moshe did to us?” The peo- stone them.
1. 13:2 - To show the evil of thmeraglim

ple quieted themselves to hear what fur13. 14:24 - Hebron.

(spies), that they saw Miriam punished ther disparagement Calev wished to addi4. 14:27 - That ten men are considered a con-
for s'peaklngashon haraslander) and g 13:32 . Hashem caused many deaths gregation.
didn't learn a .Iesson from that. among the Canaanites so that they 15. 13:24, 14:45 Nachal Eshkolbecause of

2. 13:4-15 - Levi. the cluster of grapes taken there.

3. 13:23 - A cluster of grapes, a pome Chormah because of the destruction that
granate and a fig. occurred there.

4. 13:23 - Eight. 16. 15:18 - The obligation to observe

5. 13:23 -Yehoshua and Calev. othermitzvosassociated witltretz Yisrael

6. 13:25 - Hashem knew that the Jew s begins only after the possession and divi-

People would sin on account of the sion of the Land. The obligation to
meraglimand would spend a year ir observe thenitzvahof Challahstarts
themidbarfor every day of the mis- immediately upon entering the Land.

. 17. 15:20 - No fixed amount is stated in the
sion. Therefore, Hashem shortened the ; : ; ;
’ would be preoccupied with burying their ini i i,
journey to soften the decree against the p p ying Torah. Rabbinical Law requires a house

Jewish Peopl dead and not notice timeeraglim hold to give 1/24, and a baker to give 1/48.
ewish Feople. . 10. 14:1 - On Tisha B'Av. Therefore, the 18. 15:31 - Hashem gave this commandment
7. 13:27 - Thakretz Canaars a land Temples were desttroyed on this date. directly to the Jewish People.
flowing with milk and honey. 11. 14:9 - lyov. 19. 15:32 - Just once.

8. 13:30 - He fooled them by shouting, “IS 15 14:10 - The Jewish People wanted to  20. 15:39 - From the blood of théilazon

Recommended Reading List Bonus Answer!

RAMBAN SEFER HACHINUCH Rebuke is only appropriate when it will be accepted. If the individual will
13:4  Order of th&leraglim 385 Challah not understand from the reproof the error that he is making, rebuke will
132732 & _ 386 Tzitzis cause more harm than good. Hashem understood that the Jewish Peo
14:1,3 Tactics of théleraglim 387 Avoiding Intellectual and could not be dissuaded from sendingreraglim,and that to prevent the
14:17  Moshe Rabbeinu's Prayer Physical Temptations mission would have had consequences far more devastating than allowir
15:2 Order of the Chapters it.

» Be’er Mechokek

HAFTORAH: Yehoshua 2:1-24

Can you imagine what it must be like to look for aon Shabbos and get fired again on Monday. This hajtive and enthusiastic?
new job almost every single week of the year? It'pened week after week. It was through this tremen- The difference was their attitudes to the mission in
bad enough trying to find and hold down one job, buous self-sacrifice that Torah was established ithe first place: The spies that Moshe sent went with
to have to start again every Monday morning, poundAmerica. the attitude ofvhetherto enter the land, whereas those
ing the tarmac to find yet another way to put bread on  What kept those spiritual heroes, and thus theif Yehoshua had no question as to whether to enter the
the table... descendants, connected Yaldishkeit(Judaism) was land. That was Hashem’s will. Not to enter the land
But that is exactly what Jews did in America at théhey never for one moment thought of breakingvas unthinkable.lt never entered their minds for a
turn of the Century. To escape the pogroms of CzariShabbos. It never entered their minds for a seconsecond. The only question wasow enter the land.
Russia, Jews fled to America having heard stories of ¥ou hadto keep Shabbos! That was as self-evident as When a person starts of with the mind-set that is
goldeneh medina— a land where the streets weresaying you had to breathe! exclusively positive, his focus will be locked on
paved with gold. In a sense that may have been true, There is an interesting puzzle in this week'sichieving his objective, because the thought of not
but to mine that gold meant working on Shabbos...arfdlarsha: Why was it that the Spies that Moshe sedbing never enters his mind.
that was unthinkable. So, these Jews would get hireéme back with a negative report, while those which * Based on Rabbi Abraham Twerski
on Monday, work until Friday afternoon, not turn upYehoshua sent in this week’s Haftorah, came back pos-

INSIGHTS..continued from page one

Eretz Yisrael to the whole cosmos. Just as Eretz Yisrael is a pipeline in space, so too Shabbos is a spiritual pipelin

Shlomo HamelectKing Solomon), the wisest of all men, had the ability to disin time, flowing and distributing spiritual energy to the week. This is hinted to in
cern the exact location of these spiritual pipelines as they traversed Eretz Yisraelthdavords “...flowing with milk and honey” — the ubiquitous description of the
grew flowers in Jerusalem that would normally grow only in Africa, because band of Israel. Because if you take the last letters of the words “...flowing with
knew the exact path of the African flowers’ life-force as it made its way to Africamilk and honey” in Hebrew and reverse them, they spiedibbos
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