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Dangerous Face

«“,
Good morning Mr. Otzuv!”

Mr. Otzuv just stares glumly back at the
man who greeted him. “Hello,” he says,
and walks on. The other man is saddened
by the meeting. “What a way to start the
day,” he thinks. Another man approaches
Mr. Otzuv.

“How are you today, Mr. Otzuv?”
“Okay,” is his melancholy reply.

The first man’s smile instantly fades. His
good mood changes to bad. Mr. Otzuv
continues walking home. He reaches the
door, knocks, and walks in.

“How are you today, my dear husband?”
“Terrible!” he scowls. People do not stop
bothering me. Everyone greets me and
expects a smile in return. Why don’t they
just leave me alone?”

Mrs. Otzuv gets the message. It is going to
be one of those days. Her husband is in a
foul mood. That means that everyone
around him will suffer. Hashem yerachem
(have mercy).

And so it was. Mr. Otzuv continued on

to the office and made his co-workers
miserable. In just one day, he caused un-
told damages to people’s happiness, en-
thusiasm, and relationships. He was a veri-
table destroyer.
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ne verse states, “When a man will un-
cover a pit, or dig a pit and
not cover it, and an ox or
a donkey will fall into it,
the owner of the pit
shall pay the damages”
(Shemos 21:33-34). A
pit in a public place is
called a “mazik”
(damager). When a
person or  animal
comes close to the pit,
he is likely to fall in and
hurt himself. Therefore, the
one who dug or uncovered
the pit is responsible to pay for
the damages. This law is
“seichel-dick” (common
sense). A person is responsible for
the damages he causes. This is one of the
foundations of derech eretz — to respect
and protect another’s property.

Rav Yisrael Salanter, was the founder of
the mussar movement, the school of
thought that stresses perfecting one’s
middos (character traits) through Torah.

Rav Yisrael pointed out the similarity
between a sad or angry face, and a pit in
a public place. One who walks around in
public with such an expression on his face
is a mazik. How much damage can he
cause to others? Plenty! He can bring
down their whole mood. He can cause
sadness, frustration, despair, and argu-
ments. He can make people miserable.
Rav Yisrael tells us that the mazik is re-
sponsible for that damage. He must not
let his face become a pit into which oth-
ers can fall and injure themselves.

Kinderlach . . .

Rav Avigdor Miller describes your face as
follows. Every human face is a reflection
of Hashem. Your face is like a screen and
your soul like a projector which projects
on your face the glory of the human soul
and which has in it the greatness of
Hashem. What image are you projecting
to the world? One that can hurt others?
Chas V’shalom (Heaven forbid)! Don’t let
your face hurt even a single soul. Project a
beautiful face! Show others the glory of
your neshama! Show others the greatness
of Hashem! Let your face uplift them. Be a
public benefactor! Smile!

Why are these two mitzvos juxtaposed?
They both have common themes of
working six time periods and resting on
the seventh. The Torah Temima has a
deeper insight. The purpose of resting on
the seventh day and the seventh year are
one and the same. They demonstrate that
Hashem created the world. It all belongs
to Him. He instructs us how to use His
world, when to work and when to rest.
Therefore we must take special care of
His possessions. Just as the boy in the
story took extra special care of the cam-
era that was not his.

Kinderlach . . .

The Torah is our instruction book. It pro-
vides directions for the proper use of
Hashem’s world. Follow the directions,
and you will accomplish great things. You
will be happy and Hashem will be happy.
Think about this all of the time. Your eat-
ing, sleeping, playing, walking to school,
time at home, and many other things
should all be done according to the To-
rah. Use Hashem’s world to the max.

His, Not Yours

his view is absolutely magnificent.”

“Yerushalayim is the most beautiful part

of our tour of Eretz Yisrael.”

“l must take a picture. Oh no. My camera

is out of film. Can | please borrow your

camera?”

“If it was my camera, | would lend it to

you in an instant. However, | am
only borrowing it from someone

else.”

“l am sure that he will not
mind. I'll pay you for the
picture.”

“He only give permission for me

to use it. No one else.”

“What’s the difference?”

“l will explain it to you. My
possessions are mine. If they get lost
or damaged, | alone suffer the loss.

However, with other people’s

possessions, | must be

very careful. He
trusted me with his camera. He wants
it back in one piece. | must answer to him.”

“«
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x years you shall sow your land and
gather in its produce. And in the seventh,
you shall let it rest . . . Six days you shall
do your activities, and on the seventh day
you shall rest . . .” (Shemos 23:10-12).

Serious Business

«
a1e who curses his father and mother

will surely be put to death” (Shemos
21:17). He is executed by stoning, the
most severe death penalty. Contrast this
with the person who strikes his parents.
He is put to death by strangulation, a less
severe penalty. This is puzzling. Striking
one’s parents is more serious than just
cursing them. Why does the lighter
aveyra (sin) receive the stricter penalty?

ne Ramban answers that cursing ones

parents is a more common sin. We spend
a lot of time with our parents. A foolish
person will get involved in arguments
with them, get angry and curse them.
Therefore, the Rambam states in Moreh
Nevuchim (A Guide to the Perplexed)
that a more common sin is fitting to re-
ceive a more serious punishment. This
will remind us of the seriousness of the sin
and deter us from transgressing it.

Kinderlach . . .

Arguing with our parents is a very serious
business. It can lead to cursing them, a sin
punishable by death in the times of the Beis
HaMikdash. This is an aveyra that we want
to stay far away from. We are permitted to
disagree with our parents. However, it
must be done in a most respectful way. It
must never lead to an argument. Long life
is the reward for respecting and fearing
ones parents. Stay calm and stay alive.
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