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Judgment Day

x hundred ninety seven, 698, 699,

700. Finished.”

“What did you finish, Shaya?”

“| finished counting out the money that |
am going to pay back to the king’s loan
officer.”

“My dear husband, | did not know that
you borrowed 700 silver pieces.”

“l didn’t.”

“Then why are you paying it back?”

“l actually borrowed 1000 silver pieces,
but I am only paying back 700.”

“How do you propose to get away with
that, Shaya?”

“Don’t worry, Miri. | have it all worked
out. | will tell the king’s officer that | per-
formed many favors for him during the
time of the loan. | am also paying him
back with newer coins than he lent me.
They should be worth more to him.”

“My dear husband, | do not wish to spoil
your plans. However, do you realize that
you are dealing with the king’s loan officer?
He is an honorable and influential man. |
would be surprised if he accepted such ex-
cuses. He wants the loan paid in full.”

“l realize that, Miri. However, | am a
very good talker. Trust me. | know what |
am doing.”

“Okay. Don’t say that | didn’t warn you.”

“

The day of the loan payment approaches.
Miri makes one last attempt to change her
husband’s mind, enlisting the children’s
help.

“Abba, we don’t want anything bad to
happen to you. Please pay back the
whole loan to the king’s officer.”

Shaya becomes angry.

“Don’t tell me how to conduct
my business affairs! | am doing
this for your own good. | will
pay less money and we will
have more left for ourselves.
Stay out of my way!”

And so the day finally arrives. Shaya packs
up his 700 silver coins and sets out for the
royal palace. He comes to the gate and is
ushered in to the chamber of the royal
loan officer.

“Yes, loyal subject. What is your business
here?”

The officer sits behind a large oak desk.
He is dressed in royal robes. Surrounding
him are his deputies and servants, who
stand ready to carry out his every com-
mand. Shaya’s knees begin to feel weak.

“l repeat, WHAT IS YOUR BUSINESS
HERE?”

The voice thunders in Shaya’s ears. The
deputies and servants look on impatiently.
Shaya wants to speak, but he is petrified
from fear.
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«
M will be terrified on the Day of

Judgment ... Yosef was the youngest of
the brothers, yet they could not stand
before his reproof.” (Medrash Rabba 93).
As the verse states, “And his brothers
were not able to answer him because
they were panicked” (Bereshis 45:3). The
previous story was adapted from a par-
able of the Dubno Maggid, illustrating the
fear that we should have for Yom HaDin.
Yosef HaTsaddik was only flesh and
blood, and the brothers were terrified by
his reproof. How much more so should
we be afraid of the judgment of The King
of Kings, The Holy One Blessed Be He.

Kinderlach . . .

Many things are unpredictable in life.
However, one thing is for sure: Yom HaDin
will come. Many people try to help us pre-
pare for that day. Our parents give us a
good start in life. Teachers educate us in the
ways of Hashem. Rabbis and community
leaders try to keep us on the straight path.
They are all here to help us. Just like
Shaya’s wife and children tried to help him.
Listen to them. Do what they say. Help
yourself. Prepare for the big day.

Royal Blood

((‘ ,
| Imma, I’'m home from school.”

“Hello, Avi. How do you feel? You must
be hungry. Here is an apple for you.
Lunch will be ready in a few minutes.”
“Thank you Imma. This apple sure is
yummy. Imma, can you help me with my
homework assignment?”
“I'll try, Avi dear.”
“We have to draw a family tree,
and speak about some of the
accomplishments of our ancestors.”
“That is a big job, Avi. Let me
think for a minute where we
should begin. In the meantime,
here is your lunch. Start with this
bowl of hot soup.”
“Imma, you’re a great cook.”
“Avi, my grandfather came to the United
States when he was a young child. He was
born in a shtetl in Eastern Europe. His fam-
ily had lived there for many generations.
His grandfather was the Rav of the shtetl.”
“Really, Imma? We have an ancestor who
was a Rav in Eastern Europe?”
“That’s right Avi. He was a big Talmid
Chochom. He learned through the entire
Talmud fifty times. He also knew the
Shulchan Aruch. He was able to poskin
(make halachic decisions) in all areas of
Jewish law.”
“That’s really something, Imma. | never
knew about him.”
“He was a well respected man, Avi.”
“l really feel different about myself and
our family, now that | know that we had
such a special great-great-grandfather.”
“If you trace our family tree back farther,

you will find even greater people, Avi.”
“Please tell me about them Imma. | am so
interested.”

“Let’s begin at the beginning. Avraham
Avinu was the first Jew. He had a son
named Yitzchak, who had a son named
Yaakov. Yaakov had twelve sons, who
became the heads of the tribes of Israel.
Yosef, his second youngest son was sold as
a slave and taken down to Mitzraim.
There he was thrown into prison on false
charges. However, Hashem was with him
the entire time, and he was miraculously
freed from prison to become the second in
command to Pharaoh, the King of Egypt.”
“That is truly amazing.”

“It certainly is, Avi, but Pharaoh and his
other officers were not completely happy
with it. They recognized Yosef's great
skills, and Heavenly blessings. However,
it was still a disgrace to Egypt, the world’s
leading nation, to have a leader who was
once a lowly slave.”

“We know how important royal blood is.”
“Right, Avi. The verse in this week’s
parasha explains how pleased they were
when Yosef revealed his identity to his
brothers. ‘And the word spread into the
house of Pharaoh that Yosef's brothers
had arrived. And the matter was good in
the eyes of Pharaoh and in the eyes of his
servants.” (Bereshis 45:16).”

“What was so good about the news,
Imma?”

“The Ramban explains that Pharaoh and
his servants now saw that Yosef came from
a highly respected family. They saw that a
man of his lineage was truly fit to sit in the
royal court. Therefore they were happy.”
“Please tell me more, Imma.”

“The famine was supposed to last for
seven years. When Yaakov came to
Egypt, the famine stopped. This was not
the first time that prosperity followed
him. Lavan became a wealthy man during
his stay in his household. Yaakov Avinu
was man whose righteousness was world
renowned and respected.”

“He was our ancestor.”

“That’s right, Avi. We are all descended from
him. We have royal blood in our veins.”
“Imma, that makes me feel very good.”

Kinderlach . . .

In our day and age, many people are
searching for their identity. The Jewish
people have never had such an “identity
crisis.” We know exactly who we are. We
are the descendants of Avraham, Yitzchak,
and Yaakov. Our ancestors include the
world’s greatest people — Moshe Rabbeinu,
Miriam, Pinchas, Yehoshua, Shmuel
HaNovi, Dovid HaMelech, Yirmiyahu,
Rebbe Akiva, Rachel, Rebbe Shimon Bar
Yochai, the Rambam, Rashi, Rav Yosef
Karo, The Arizal. The list can go on and on.
We would need a lot of paper to draw our
family tree. We would need even more
paper to write about all of their accom-
plishments. B’ezrat Hashem, our deeds
should measure up to their standards.
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