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The Power of Unity

A sin is terrible. It causes destruction

everywhere. It damages the one who
commits the sin. It hurts those around
him who are affected by the sin. How-
ever, it causes the most damage in
shamayim (heaven). We are not privy to
know the beautiful harmony of the upper
worlds. However, we do know that
aveyra (sin) strengthens the forces of tu-
mah (impurity) and wreaks havoc in the
spiritual realm.

ne Dor HaFlaga (Generation of the

Tower of Bavel) committed the worst sin
— avodah zara (idol worship). The re-
belled against the Almighty Himself! Not
just one person or two people. Not just
one congregation, or even a few congre-
gations, rather the entire world! They
united to build a tower up to heaven to
make war against Hashem! Can you
imagine a more terrible aveyra? The
whole world rebelled against their Crea-
tor! Yet, they were not destroyed. Why?

Rav Aharon Kotler shares an illuminat-

ing insight from this episode. Do you see
the power of unity? They whole world
was committing a terrible crime. Yet they
were saved from destruction because they
were unified. They came together for a
terrible cause! True, but they united. An
organized group is like a field surrounded
by a solid fence. It is protected from all
sides. A broken fence allows intruders to
come in at some point.
However, a solid fence has no
weakness. That is the strength
of unity.

A internal  harmony can

protect those who unite to
perform a terrible aveyra, how
much more so will it safeguard
a group than bands together
to do a mitzvah. The strength
of the kedusha (holiness) of
the congregation is much more
than the sum of he individuals. The Kid-
dush Hashem (Sanctification of the Holy
Name) of an assembly is also much
greater than that of the individuals. The
forces of evil cannot touch them!

Mat is unity? Peace between people.
Working together to accomplish a com-
mon goal. Sometimes | must compromise
my personal wishes for the good of the
community. Sometimes the other person
must compromise. We are happy about
this! Compromise brings peace. What a
Kiddush Hashem! We gain much more
than we lose! We gain the power of unity!

Kinderlach . . .

You have great power in the palm of your
hand. The power of unity. Work together
with people. Begin with your family mem-
bers. Do your part to make Shabbos prepa-
rations go smoothly. Then expand to your
neighbors. Respect their wishes in keeping
the building clean and quiet. How about
your classmates in school? Follow the rules
of the school, and the instructions of the
teacher. Do not get dragged into argu-
ments over petty things. Remember, you
may “lose” a little convenience by giving
in, but you will get it all back . . . and more
with the unity that you achieve. Feel the
power. The power of unity!
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Rise Above Nature

“«
[edaka! Tsedaka! Please give tsedaka.

I'm collecting for a needy family. Please
give tsedaka.”

The man reaches into his pocket, pulls out
a coin, and hands it to the collector. He
smiles at the collector and says, “Thank
you for bringing me this mitzvah.” He
turns back towards his young chavrusa
(study partner) and continues learning.

“May | ask you something?”

“Go right ahead.”

“l have only been at the Yeshiva a few
days. Yet, | have seen so many tsedaka col-
lectors coming around. It is so hard for me
to give money to each of them. | don’t feel
that | am a generous person. Yet, you do it
so effortlessly; with a smile and a thank
you! What is your secret?”

The older chavrusa smiles,
thinks for a moment, and
begins to speak.

“l am also not a generous
person by nature. For many
years, | found it very difficult
to give tsedaka. 1 had my
reasons to keep my money in
my pocket. | only gave when |
was forced, and then | only
gave a little.”

“What happened?”

“l began learning mussar (Torah character
development). | learned  ‘Ahavas
Chessed’, a sefer by the Chofetz Chaim.
He goes into great detail about the im-
portance and the great reward of the
mitzvah of tsedaka. Slowly, | began to
take it to heart. | began to give more
often and more generously. It was diffi-
cult, but | kept at it. | prayed to Hashem
for Siyata Dishmaya (Heavenly Assis-
tance). He helped, and sure enough, my
nature changed. | now love giving tse-
daka. | look forward to seeing these col-
lectors. | thank them for bringing me this
great mitzvah.”
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“That is a wonderful story.”

“Truthfully, the Netziv speaks about it in
Parashas Noach. The very first verse
states, ‘Noach walked with G-d’. The
Netziv explains that Noach was not a
compassionate person by nature. Rather,
he acted kindly towards people solely
because that was Hashem’s Will. He
wanted to ‘walk with G-d’ and fulfill His
Will all of the time; even when it went
against his own nature. Therefore, Noach
changed his nature and learned to be kind
to people.”

“That is truly amazing.”

“lI will tell you something even more
amazing. Noach rose above his nature;
therefore, Hashem lifted him above natu-
ral laws. While a mighty flood was de-
stroying the entire world, Noach experi-
enced a miraculous rescue in a tiny ark.
Noach did not let his bad nature hurt
him, therefore, Hashem did not allow
natural laws to harm Noach.”

Kinderlach . . .

Which mitzvah is difficult for you? Which
one goes against your nature? Making
peace? Listening to authority? Concentrating
during learning? Sharing and giving? Being
neat and orderly? Overcoming laziness? We
each have our own tests. Our goal is to rise
above our nature to do the will of Hashem.
Rise to the occasion, kinderlach. Hashem
will then give you special protection.

Powerful Influence

“A
nd Hashem saw the earth and be-

hold it was corrupted, for all flesh had
corrupted its way its way upon the earth”
(Bereshis 6:12). Because of this terrible
corruption, all living creatures, even ani-
mals had to die. Why were the animals
punished? They had no free will to decide
to do right or wrong. The Beis Halevi
relates that the sins of man were so pow-
erful, that they even influenced the ani-
mals. Once the animals behavior
changed, the atmosphere of immorality
became so strong that it could not be
changed. The only solution was to de-
stroy the entire world. Thus, we see the
power of the influence of sin. It can cor-
rupt the whole world.

Kinderlach . . .

Don’t underestimate your power. When you
do something wrong, it affects everyone.
You may think that you are not hurting
anyone. Or perhaps you are hurting only
yourself. Not so! You are a part of Hashem’s
world and what you do affects us all. Simi-
larly, when you do a mitzvah, you benefit
the whole world. Keep doing those mitzvos
Rinderlach. We are all depending upon you.
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