Kinder Torah.

Parashas Shelach

a

How You See It

(15
Go see the land (of Israel). What is it

like?” (Bamidbar 13:18). Thus began the
mission of the meraglim (spies). They
were sent to spy out the land of Israel;
specifically to answer these questions:
“Are the inhabitants of the land strong or
weak, many or few? Is the land good or
bad, fertile or lean, wooded or barren?
Are the cities open or fortified?” They
returned from their forty-day mission
with a report of a rich land flowing with
milk and honey, with powerful inhabi-
tants who lived in fortified cities.

The Ramban comments that they an-

swered all of the questions correctly. Yet
the Torah reports that they committed a
disastrous sin. What did they do wrong?
They used a little word that means noth-
ing, yet it changed the meaning of every-
thing. “Efes” (Bamidbar 13:28) is trans-
lated as “nothing”. The land, although it
is wonderful, is worth nothing to us be-
cause we cannot conquer it. The inhabi-
tants are too powerful. Although Hashem
had promised the Jewish people that they
would inherit the land, the meraglim
questioned Hashem’s credibility. This was
their sin. Calev and Yehoshua saw things
differently. They tried to salvage the
situation by assuring the Jewish people
that the inhabitants were easily defeated.
However, their pleas fell on deaf ears.
The other meraglim had convinced them
to see things in a negative light.
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Kinderlach . . .
: Congquering the Land of Israel certainly

looked difficult. Many things in life appear

difficult. How do we react to difficulties?
: Do we rebel as the meraglim did? Do we
i get discouraged and just give up? Or, do
: we look at it as a challenge? Hashem put
i us in this situation for a reason. See the

i positive in it. Great challenges make great :

i people. Give it your best. B'ezras Hashem
you will get siyata dishmaya (heavenly
: assistance) and succeed.
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Remember the
Miracles

The Eser Makkos (Ten Plagues) in Egypt,

the splitting of the Red Sea, the suste-
nance in the desert, and the war with
Amalek were all miraculous events. They
are the types that become etched in a

person’s memory and stay with him for a
lifetime. Unforgettable. Or are they for-
gettable? Rabbeinu Bechaye comments
that the Jewish people’s faith diminished
at the time of the sin of the spies. They
did not remember all of those miracles
that Hashem performed for them just a
short time ago. In fact the miracles con-
tinued even during the sin! The mun con-
tinued to fall! Hashem guaranteed them a
miraculous conquest of the Land of Israel.
As Yehoshua and Calev said, “Hashem is
with us. Do not fear them” (Bamidbar
14:9). If they would have remembered
the past miracles, then they would have
realized that a miraculous conquest was
no more difficult for Hashem than split-
ting the Red Sea. Perhaps the whole Chet
HaMeraglim could have been avoided.

i { Kinderlach . . .

i How many tovos (good things) has

it Hashem done for us? | am sure that we

i I can all recall some special time where we

: saw Hashem’s hand clearly helping us.

: Perhaps we needed some money to do a

i I particular mitzvah, and Hashem sent us

: the exact amount that we needed. Or :

: perhaps we felt trapped in a difficult situa-

: i tion with no way out, and Hashem turned :

: it all around for us. We should try to re- i
i member these things. The next time that
: we are faced with a challenge, we can
i face it calmly; knowing that Hashem is
: with us. Remember how He helped us in
i the past. A good time to remember
Hashem’s chasodim (acts of kRindness) is
: during the beracha of Modim Anachnu
i Lach in the Amidah. Three times aday '}
i you can remember the miracles. If you do :
this kinderlach, you are on your way to i
i becoming giants in emunah.

---------------------------------------------------------

! Kinderlach . ..

How many times do you eat bread each
day? Each time is an opportunity to get

: close to Hashem. Think about the challah
that was separated from the dough. That
i brings blessing to the bread. Hashem loves
you. He blesses you with delicious bread
i to eat. He also blesses your precious

i neshama (soul) with this wonderful mitz-
i vah. Who else can put so much into a

i yummy piece of bread? Only Hashem.

Challah

(15
Boruch Atto Hashem Elokeinu Melech

Ho’olam, Hamotzi Lechem Min Ho’oretz.
(Blessed are you Hashem, our G-d, King
of the world, Who brings forth bread
from the earth).”

“Amen. What a wonderful
Chani.”

“We learned all about this blessing in
school today, Abba. | wanted to make
sure that | said it correctly.”

“What else did you learn, Chani?”

“We place our ten fingers on the bread
while we recite the blessing, because there
are ten mitzvos associated with the mak-
ing of bread.”

“I'm impressed. Now | have a question
for you. Which one of those ten mitzvos
is in this week’s parasha?”

“That’s easy, Abba. Hafrashas Challah
(separating a portion of the bread
dough). In the days of the Beis HaMik-
dash, this dough was given to the Ko-
hanim. They had no land and could not
grow their own grain, so this was their
bread.”

“Excellent Chani.”

“Abba, our teacher told us that the Sefer
HaChinuch has a beautiful explanation of
this mitzvah. Can we learn it together?”
“My pleasure, Chani dear.”

“The Sefer HaChinuch writes that a per-
son’s life is sustained by food. Most of the
world lives upon bread. Hashem wanted
to give us a mitzvah in our bread, so that
we may receive the blessing of abundance
in our food and merit of the mitzvah for
our soul. The dough then becomes nour-
ishment for both the body and soul.”
“That is beautiful, Abba. Hashem really
loves us.”

blessing,
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