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Truly Free

1
That’s it! We're free!”

“Can you believe it? After such a long
struggle, we have finally made it.”

“Let me savor this moment. Freedom is
oh so sweet.”

“We cannot forget the past, however.
Our captivity was truly horrible. We were
at the mercy of someone who sole aim
was to destroy us. He got the better of us
sO many times.”

“Oy do | remember. He was so over-
whelming that did we not even realize
that we had any free will left. There was
almost no hope of ever escaping his
clutches.”

“That’s right. Until someone showed us
the secret escape route.”

“l remember that day well. It was a ray
of hope in the darkness.”

“Slowly we began our escape. It was not
easy at first. We encountered many chal-
lenges along the way.”

“Yes, but Boruch Hashem there

were people to guide us. We

: Kmderlach

Who wants to have that yetzer hora push

i him around? Not me. Not you either. He
will ruin your life. You will not be able to
control your anger, your desires for food,

i money, and other material things. You will }
i say whatever comes to mind, even loshon
i hora. Your friendships will fall apart as well :
as your relationship with Hashem. If you let
the yetzer hora control you, you will be a

¢ totally miserable person. So learn Torah

5 and liberate yourself from his evil grip.

“l see. In what way did He have mercy,
Imma?”

“The verse says that Hashem is patient —
He does not rush to punish the sinner;
perhaps he will repent and not require
punishment. He is Rav Chessed (Abundant
in Kindness) — He continues to act kindly
to people, even though they sin. He
keeps the sinner alive, keeps his heart
beating, and provides him with food.”
“That is true chessed.”

“Hashem is also kind in His punishments.
He punishes slowly. This does not crush
the sinner, but cleanses him from the sin.”
“Hashem really does love us.”

“Yes, Avi. Now, you have two jobs to do.
One, you have to emulate Hashem. You
should have patience with that boy who
wronged you. Perhaps tomorrow he will
realize his mistake. He may apologize and
resolve to never do it again. You are doing
a big chessed by giving him the opportu-
nity to do teshuva (correct his mistake).”

“l understand, Imma. Secondly, you must
realize that your suffering is from
Hashem. Perhaps you did something

En}oy the taste of true freedom. i

Hashem Loves You

¢
Shalom, Imma. I’'m home.”

“Shalom Avil How was your day at
school?”

“Terrible!”

“Oy vey, what happened?”

“Someone caused me a lot of tsaar (ag-
gravation). | did a big favor for him.
Shortly after that, he said something very

soon realized that we were not
the first ones to take this route. 0
Many had escaped before us.” T
“Yes. They were waiting with

open arms to welcome us m
when we finally reached

freedom.” O
“Yes, and here they are now, o
sitting with us in the Beis

Jd vy X

HaMedrash shteiging away (learning To-
rah with great intensity).”

“We're all free. Free of the yetzer hora
(evil inclination). That sinister one who
wants to destroy our souls.”

“It was learning Torah that saved us.”

[CHCHR VR

(14
The tablets were Hashem’s handi-

work, and the writing was Hashem’s writ-
ing, chorus (engraved) on the tablets”
(Shemos 32:16). “Do not read the word
‘chorus’ (engraved), rather read it ‘chei-
us’ (freedom). For the only truly free
person is one who immerses himself in
Torah learning” (Pirkei Avos 6:2). As the
Gemora (Kiddushin 30b) states, “I created
the yetzer hora and | created the anti-
dote: Torah. If you toil in Torah, you will
not be given over into his hands.” If you
want to be truly and completely free of
the yetzer hora, there is only one escape
route. Learn Torah.

insulting  to me.  \What wrong in the past. Hashem sent you this
chutzpah! This is how he treats tsaar in the form of insult to help you do
someone who does him a big teshuva and cleanse you from the sin. You
favor? | am so upset! Please should thank Him for that.”
help me Imma.” “That is a bit more difficult, Imma.”
“Just take it easy, Avi. Hashem “I know, Avi. However it is possible, and
loves you.” surely worth the effort. Hashem loves
“l know that He loves me, you as a Father loves a son. He some-
Imma, but | need help. Can you times needs to reprimand the boy for his
help me?” own good. If He did not care about you,
“l am helping you, Avi. Hashem He would ignore you, and allow your sin
loves you.” to go uncleansed.”

“Hashem really does love me Imma. He
gave me a little potch. Why should 1 hold
a grudge against that boy? He is just
Hashem’s messenger. | will be patient
with him and continue to act kindly to-
ward him. | will forgive him, just as
Hashem forgave the Jewish people.”
“Avi, you make me so proud. You are
such a mensch. Hashem is not the only
one who loves you. | love you too, Avi.
With all of my heart.”

“Thank you, Imma.”

“How does that help me, Imma?”

“That is a very good question, Avi. The
answer is in this week’s parasha.”

“Please tell me, Imma.”

“Back in the days of Yetzias Mitzrayim,
Hashem treated the Jewish people roy-
ally. He freed them from slavery, pun-
ished the Mitzrim, took them out of Mitz-
rayim, split the sea, brought them to Har
Sinai, and gave them the Torah.”

“Those are surely great expressions of His
love for Klal Yisrael.”

“Yes they are, Avi. One can only imagine "ttt ssesssssssssssssasssassssasassssssssssasnease .
His disappointment (so to speak), when i Kinderlach . .. :
only forty days later, they made the egel i Hashem loves you. He is patient with you. :
ha'zahav (golden calf). That was one of : He does chessed for you 24 hours a day.

he worst sins in history." : Even His punishments are Rind. Try to be :
“OY va voy, Imma. How did Hashem E like Him. Have patience with others. Treat;
react to that?” : them kindly at all times. Even if they cause
“Look at the verses in this week’s parasha — i you tsaar, realize that it is from Hashem.
Shemos 34:6-7, Avi. Hashem proclaimed : Be merciful to them, and Hashem will be
His Thirteen Attributes of Mercy to Moshe merciful to you. As our Sages say,

Rabbeinu. He explained that although Klal i “Heaven will have mercy on all those WhO
Yisrael had insulted Him terribly by sin- i have mercy upon others™ (Shabbos 151b).
ning, He still had mercy upon them.” A L e T A D
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