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That sure is a strong wind.”

“Which direction is it coming from?”
“East.”

“Look at that dark mass in the sky.”

“It looks like locusts.”

“That is all we need. After the hail de-
stroyed all our trees, these locusts will eat
all the crops.”

“Don’t worry. Locusts are not that bad. They
eat until they are satisfied, then they move
on. We will have plenty of crops left.”

The wind blows a plague of locusts into
Mitzrayim that are unlike any locusts ever
seen before or since. Every species of locust
in the world descends upon Mitzrayim. They
are so dense that they pile in on top of each
other. They eat every morsel of crops in the
fields. Then they enter the homes.

“Give me the broom! | want to sweep
these locusts out of here.”

“You can have the broom, but you're
wasting your time. The house is full of
them. They are not just on the floor, they
are piled up high.”

“I can get some of them out.”

“Here take this vessel.”

They begin to scoop out the locusts, but
when they open the door to throw them
out, more come in. They watch in horror
as their entire house swarms with locusts.

“l can’t take it. This is disgusting. These
huge insects are everywhere.”

“There is nowhere to go. All of Mitz-
rayim is covered with them.”

“I had a feeling that the G-d of the Jews
would pay us back for our evil deeds.”
“What did we do to deserve this?”

“We made the Jews plow and plant our
fields. We wanted to keep them busy and
exhausted, in order to break up their fam-
ily life. Those fields that they planted are
completely destroyed.”

“Pharaoh, let those Jews go free!”

Keep Them in the
Dark

(14
Time to get up everyone. | think we

overslept. The sun is already shining
brightly. Get up!”

Suddenly, the sun, stars, and moon vanish
and it becomes pitch black.

“Why did you tell us to get up? It is still
dark outside.”

“It was bright and sunny a minute ago.”
“Why don’t you light a lamp so we can
see what is going on.”

The man tries to light a fire, but it goes
out. He tries again and again, but each
time it is snuffed out.

“Something is very strange here. | cannot
even light a fire.”

“Where are the sun and the moon? We
worship them as gods. Surely they will

come to our aid.”

“Let us wait a few minutes. Our eyes will
become accustomed to the dark and we
will be able to see.”

A few minutes pass.

“| still cannot see anything.”

“Neither can I.”

“This is not a normal darkness.”

“You are right. There is something thick
here. Like a black cloud. | almost feel like
I am choking. | need to sit down.”

The Mitzri man tries, but to his horror he
cannot sit down. He cannot move even
one limb of his body. The thick black
darkness is paralyzing. For the Jewish
people, however, there is plenty of light.

“Have you seen any Mitzrim lately?”

“As a matter of fact, | have not. What is
happening?”

“Come with me.”

The two men go to the home of a Mitzri
family. They see everyone standing abso-
lutely still, frozen by the plague of darkness.
The Jews, however, see perfectly well.

“Come, let’s have a look around. Let us
see where they hide their valuables.
When we leave Mitzrayim, we will ask
them for their gold and silver. If they
deny having any, we can show them
where it is.”

Just then, a third Jewish man walks into
the home.

“Come quickly.”

“What is the matter?”

“Many Jews are dying. We must bury
them.”

“What? Jews dying? Is this a plague?”

“In a manner of speaking. Certain Jews
have become too comfortable in Mitz-
rayim. They like the Mitzrim. They have
taken money from them and have be-
come wealthy. They do not want to
leave. Hashem cannot let them go out of
Mitzrayim. Only those who are willing to
follow Hashem can go.”

“Why can’t they stay?”

“All Jews must leave this cursed land.
Therefore, they are dying here and now.
Come, let us bury them.”

“But why are they dying now, and not
before or later?”

“So the Mitzrim will not be able to see
them. They cannot think that we are also
afflicted with plagues.”

And so, the Jews buried their dead during the
plague of darkness. The Mitzrim knew noth-
ing about it. They were kept in the dark.
However, this plague shed a shining light
on the exemplary middos of the Jewish
people. The Mitzrim were defenseless in the
total darkness. The Jews were free to do
whatever they wanted. They could have
taken revenge against their cruel Mitzri
taskmasters and never been caught. Why
not leave Mitzrayim? The perfect opportu-
nity. There were no guards or sentries to
stop them, and no army to catch them.
They had an opportunity to end this miser-
able slavery once and for all.

But wait. They had once made an oath
many years back. The Targum Yonason (on
Bereshis 50:25) explains that Yosef made
the Jews swear not to leave Mitzrayim be-
fore the appointed time. The Chasam Sofer
explains that this is the explanation of the
verse: “He sent darkness and made it dark,
and they did not defy his word” (Tehillim
105:28). The Jewish people could easily
have defied Yosef's word and left Mitz-
rayim. However, they would not go back
on their oath. They resisted the temptation
and kept their word.

Just Hashem

(1
Do you hear something?”

“It sounds like someone is screaming.”
“There is another scream, and another,
and another. Can you make out what
they are saying?”

In the distance they hear . . .

“My dear son! My firstborn! Help me,
help me someone. He is not breathing...!”

More screams and wails. They are every-
where. Mitzrayim is in chaos. The plague
strikes every home.

“It is really happening. Makkas Bechoros,
the plague of the first-born. Let us go out
to see.”

“No, it is forbidden. Moshe commanded
us not to leave our houses all the night.
Death is in the streets.”

“What shall we do?”

“We only do as Hashem says. We have to
shecht our Korbon Pesach, smear its
blood on the doorposts, and roast the
meat. Mix the flour and water and start
kneading the dough. Sing Hallel, praises
to Hashem.”

“That’s all? We don’t have to fight the
Mitzrim?”

“Hashem is fighting for us. We have suf-
fered long enough. We just stand back
and watch His miracles.”

Suddenly, there is a knock at the door. A
Mitzri woman is standing there, with
haunted eyes, clutching her infant baby.

“This is my firstborn son. Please let my
baby stay in your house tonight. There is a
terrible plague and | do not want him to
die. The firstborn sons in the Jewish homes
are not dying. | hope he will be safe here.”
“We will take your son, we will even put
him in the bed with our son. However,
there is no hiding from Hashem. He is eve-
rywhere and knows everything. Hashem
Himself is killing the firstborn boys.”

They take the baby and put him in the
same bed with their own son. In the
morning, the Mitzri boy is dead, and their
son is alive.

[C R R RS

These three stories are from the sefer
“You Left Mitzrayim”.
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