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Turn the Wheel

“This farm sure is beautiful, Abba.
Thank you for bringing us here.”

“My pleasure, kinderlach. Let’s see what’s
doing in that building over there.”

The family walks through the door into a
small room and finds a man cranking a
large wheel. He turns and turns and turns
the wheel. Behind the crank is a series of
gears and pulleys leading to a big grinding
stone. A trough slowly feeds kernels of
wheat under the grinding stone. Freshly
ground flower flows out the other side.

“Excuse me sir, do you mind if we ask
you a few questions?”

“Not at all. | welcome the
company.”

“It must be hard work
turning this wheel.”

“Not really.”

“Well, then you must be
very strong in order to
power this contraption that
grinds the flour.”

“Not really.”

“How then do you turn this
big, heavy grinding stone?”

The man motions to the
family to come closer to him.

“Do you want to know a secret?”

“Yes!” the children answer excitedly.
“Look closely at this crank. Do you see
any mechanical connection between the
wheel that | am cranking, and the appara-
tus that is turning?”

The children look and look, search and
search. Try as hard as they may, they find
no connection.

“This is truly amazing, sir. Your crank is
not connected to the apparatus at all.”
“Correct.”

“Where does the power that turns the
grinding wheel come from?”

“There is a motor buried deep in the
ground. A hidden cable connects it to the
apparatus. That motor is turning the
grinding stone. My crank wheel supplies
no power at all.”

“Fascinating. May we ask you another
question, sir?”

“Sure.”

“Why did the owner build a flour mill
with a fake wheel and a hidden motor? It
is very misleading.”

“That is an excellent question, children.
The answer is very deep, so listen carefully.
The owner built this flour mill similar to
the way that Hashem set up the world.”
“Now you really have our curiosity going.”
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“Look in the ‘Mesillas Yesharim’ at the
end of chapter 21. Rav Luzzato explains
that a person’s parnassa (income) is fixed
on Rosh Hashanah.”

“If so, then why do people work?”
“Excellent! Rav Luzzato himself asks the
same question. Adam HaRishon was
cursed with ‘Bizeias apecha tochal lechem’
(By the sweat of your brow you shall eat
bread)[Bereshis 3:19]. This is like a tax
that must be paid. In order to receive the
parnassa that was decreed to him, a per-
son must do some hishtadlus (preparative
action) upon which Hashem’s blessings
can rest. We refer to this as work. A per-
son’s work is his hishtadlus that will allow
Hashem’s blessings of
parnassa to come. The
Mesillas Yesharim advises a
person to not expend too
much effort in hishtadlus.
Hashem can bless a person
with much parnassa, even
though he only does a little
hishtadlus. More work does
not mean more parnassa.”
“That is fascinating, sir, but
how is it connected to the
flour mill?”

“The crank that | am turning
is like the hishtadlus. The
grinding wheel is like the parnassa. The
hidden motor is like Hashem’s hidden
control over parnassa. My cranking (hish-
tadlus) does not make the ground flour
(parnassa) come; for the crank is not con-
nected to the wheel. The hidden motor
(Hashem) does that. | just need to keep
turning lightly and easily (‘Bizeias apecha
tochal lechem’) and the motor will do the
heavy work, and make the flour come.”
“Sir, that is wonderful! You have given us
a whole new perspective on work. There
is no need to shvitz (sweat) over ‘Bizeias
apecha tochal lechem.’”
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Kinderlach . . . i

“And now, do not be sad . . . because you
i sold me, because Hashem sent me ahead
of you to be a provider” (Bereshis 45:5).
i Yosef was Hashem’s agent of parnassa in

Mitzraim. The parnassa that they were to

! receive was provided via Yosef. Hashem

i has many “parnassa agents”. He uses them }
to send His blessings. We must always

i remember Who is powering the grinding

i stone, Who is sending the agents. He gen-
erates the parnassa, and sends it with one

i of His agents. We need only lightly turn

i the wheel. Kinderlach, may you always be
blessed with a “parnassa kalla v’nikiya”™
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(an easy and clean livelihood).
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Define Yourself

(14
And it will be when Pharaoh summons

you and says, ‘What is your occupation?””
(Bereshis 46:33). Rav Shimshon Refael
Hirsch points out that in a country such as
Egypt a person is defined by his work. A
person is not born as a person, rather as a
worker, farmer, soldier, etc. In such a place,
we understand that the first question that
Pharaoh would ask the person is about his
occupation. That is the most important
thing in the world about that person.

What is most important to us? “He sent

Yehuda ahead to Yosef to prepare ahead
in Goshen™ (Bereshis 46:28). What did
Yehuda prepare? Rashi explains that Ye-
huda went ahead to set up a Beis
HaMedrash. The Shlah HaKodesh learns
an important principle from this. The
foremost consideration in a person’s mind
must always be his spiritual needs. When
he builds a new home, he should first
plan to build a room where he can learn
and pray. Then he can finish planning the
rest of the house.

What is our attitude about a person’s

work? The Chofetz Chaim relates a par-
able based on the verse, “Yosef sustained
his father and his brothers and all of his
father’s household with food ...” (Bereshis
47:12). A king once went to visit his sol-
diers and appease them. He sent word
ahead that anyone who had a request
should come forward and ask the king.
One soldier approached the king and
requested with a complete heart that the
king should supply him with his meals
every day. The soldier’s friends laughed at
him. You are asking for something that
you already have. The king has already
promised to feed all of the soldiers in the
army. So too it is with us, continues the
Chofetz Chaim. Hashem has already told
us that he will feed us, as we say in the
daily prayers, “He sustains the living with
loving kindness,” and in the Bircas HaMa-
zone “for He is the merciful G-d Who
feeds and supports everyone.”

: Kinderlach . . .

i Who are we? We have many things to do
i in our lives. We begin as children, and stu-
i dents. As we become older we marry and
i become parents, neighbors, workers,

i teachers, etc. These are all roles that we
fulfill. What is important to us? What is the
i focus of our lives? Not the occupation, as  :
i with Pharaoh. Rather the spiritual work, as :
: with Yehuda. That is the most important 1
: part of our day. That is what really interests

’0

i us. That is what “makes us tick”.

All rights reserved to the author < Please direct all inquiries concerning this publication to (02) 585-2216. #1049#



2339 M=o

n -

VAN oAb

200 .NDINDY N DY MNDIN MNUHDE XN N0 VNN
D ,VOIND INON NNPY DY XN XD (MSTwnn) 2a%an
20N ying X0 (‘D) AN0IN yinn .0"NMH R R a%an
5P ('DND OXN OX Nyr') 22102 NN MY P X
".IN0N NNPN NX RSN NEPN NTIAYN DX DAY VNN

'8 .NTIAYN X% N NN Ngta 119 NNl QTN wnn ot
".'DND DOXN 'OX NV’ Yy YinD Y

... 0P DT Eﬁ

2,77 TNX DN D .. ASYN oX ARV
,1" WXI2) "02792 DPIOX INSK 1AD ¢t
n017192 N"2PN 2K 12K ' qor . (1N i
VAN 2222 DNAX ' 00K 102190 .08 ¢
X171 .1D379 MoK 12771 &7 12 .90 77T i
2K/ 12720 DX 122 /2 T DN KANKA :
2.07N"I7 JAX NIX VI A N0 1oV TN
N2 NDI19 I8 XIN .00 NX N2+
NIX 22102 27 179V .7 orn TNX T2 ANIX
TN 12NN I8 17,02 0721 . 22240
"7 N2 ND1719"

-------------------------------------------------------------- -

1ANAR "M

"DD'wyn NN nX1 NY19 0% X D
"< w0 SO0 N 1 L.(A"D 1" nwR0l)
AN DTX N2 ,0M8N NNATD NI N2 NIX
,0TXD DTX TO1 X2 N2 ,NDX%n ' Sy
oY - 21 ,5"N XO5pNn ,NOXYN Hy1d KON
NOXYN J2IND NN DNOXON 5V NHXRN

.07V "N 2NN D2TH NN AT L.ANIERIN

qor SX M9Y NHY NN X" 2129 21N N
nn (0" 1"n N'wx11) "Nagaa Mo Nnno
D5 NYYI NN "on MpA N 1IN
XN RSN DPNY TN N opno T
NN 2N Py IXoNn TMH pnTpn N"Oown
,OTRN DY 1Myn X2 TN NN sy
Y MM N2 DTXED .OMINNN MY 0N
,229N071 MN5%5% o1 12 77N 92 0Mp 120N5

JMN XY DX 11ON21 Nnn Do 2'NK

S¥ 1MNDIND 1YL 1IN NN NoM¥ NN
5V DDIANN Swn XN 0O"N Yonn ?0TN
90 NX1 'NXI MAX DX 901" 290" 109N
on% Swn (QA™ "n wxl) tLarax
N2Y XN .DM¥% N¥ 15" NX 1paY XYW
NP2 ¥pa% 501 n¥1'w M Yo DN Y Tin?
onNnY wpal L, D'o"NN CTNX PPN DR
AR MOV IPNY O DD TNINNK DX 1D poD?
%0 .X9MN %2pn 12D NNKRY NN wpan nnx' D0'omnn
JINIX DA D "axava 0'o"Nn DD DX DIYD'w NMuan 11D
JINX 92920 XN X 12D 7NN NS 0N y9NN wnn
N>7221,"ToNA 0N 92%2n " :N2N2 O O DMNIX 1KY 1ND

".225 01O I OX XN D" MmN

. F PP TR

07NN P2 MYY2 172V DX 027 027 02 20MIX 7
12NIX D272 INIXKD .0 TA2NI1 0720 02002 1INIX ¢

12X 22.'121 0°0A ,MOX21 '2V2 0010 , 0707 D'V 0°INNNA
1772 2125 210 1AX2 772 QX212 19X DINX D' T29N 017 :
ATV XX ,1VI19 DX 122 ,210Wi X2 21371 S¥ TP1aN
7713712V 012 012 200 2200 107 AT O8X 122 71900
X VA AN A G

525931 PR 22109

".N9 1INIX NXANY NTIN .XAX ,0D 22 N9 i NN
™22 NP NN DX NAN LD ,DDNX MXANK Nny R
.M

221000 DTX NXSYA )02 17N N2 125 N0 NS
MINXA .221021 221021 221072 .O1TA 2a0a
monan nNrousal onry oaba k1 2a%an
2772722 1292 0N 1WA .A21T7A DN JAXD
AXINA 792 N0 NAR! 0712 NNNA OX

LI TSN

NN 21X 1% yMonD IwWOR TR NN
"PMORY

".0'WAX NN2N 2NX "X = Nypaa”

".0r 9292 22100 nwp wm"

"2 50 K"

IN21D DX TIXN PN NNXE NX11D TR, 210"
".NU'NN NX NIMUOY NNIDNN NX 9'WoNH
".mxn X"

1AX NX 22109 MY8¥N NNXR 1D DX X TR
"?NT2ON DN

OX 22NN2 02270 X 13 XD

"?TI0 VIn/S D8I DNX"

M2NnNn2 DTN Py "ho"

72T DKM DNX OXN .2a922 210-210 10N
12X 2% Q210N IRY DA% 2 wpnn
"20"NMN

IN IO 9N L1020 21 1020 0TI
WP O XISAD IN'o80 X9

MR X2 220a0 TR MK TR NNk
5921552 nxm nown?

"o

12X NX 220N MDD X2 N9'Xn D DX"
Rrdailininl

Ynwn 51D .NNTRQ Py Mann vian g
NI Nroyinm noynn % 1 wpn
19 POON XY DY HA%AN .JARN NX 120Ny
".mD D

"2RIOXY TIV DIXK/D WOX IV "

"axm"

Vi NnT-%a%2 DY NIN0N DX 112 "
".TIXN Nyun Nr 2AN02

X' NN 0T mMTnl Xy ot
Dya .aun wpn 197 Npmny nawn
NTNY T2 NINLUN NX 112 RPN NINO
".N"apn X2 Do

".0"MIpPD NNXQ 1INIX oY

DY 1"M0N 2"Nnin X" P9 qioa 'Dme nHona oman”
".NIYN X112 Ny2pl DTN NDIN9Y

"?0"T21Y D'WAX V1T ;D DX

29PN XN DTX .NDXY NNIR 2K D"NNOn D 1Msn”
MY DI VNN . (0™ 2 Mx1) 'DND DOXN 'OX Ny
meyo DTXN DY 12 Nyapiy NoIN9N NX DapH 1 .0%e5
NNT 00N 12X .'N NXN N0N9N NY2ApNnn 0Ty M>TNwn
nmMyoxny 1YYy MYmmynn XN DX S nmay nmay
X2 DTXY yy'n 'mmer nHon"'n Hapnn® Noanon no1ab
,NI0 NDINDA DTX N2 210 ' TN AN DTN Ynkninh
T NODI NTAY .TA%2 NUYIN MOYTNN NIV XN DX DA
".ANT N2 NDINO NNIYNRYN

"?NNPN NNV WPNND N PR X 20X ,pnan”

.NDIN9N DN D"NMN .MDTNZN 11D XN 22101 XY 220a0"

02 585 2216 :70%7 Maa? w» N7yn 27y %21 < 1ann? mMnmp Mot Y2



	11Vayigash 2018.pdf
	11Vayigash heb 2018

