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Give Honor
to the Torah

Zet us all ascribe greatness to our G-d,

and give honor to the Torah™ (a passage
from the prayer said by the gabbai when
calling the first aliyah to the Torah).
“Abba, it is amazing how much honor is
given to the Torah when it is taken out of
the Aron Kodesh (Holy Ark), read, and
returned to its place.”

“Can you give me some examples, Avi?”
“Surely, Abba. We stand from the mo-
ment the Aron Kodesh is opened until the
sefer Torah is resting on the Shulchan. We
escort the sefer Torah from the Aron Ko-
desh to the table where it is read. The
chazzan holds it in his right hand, even if
he is a lefty. We show our great love for
Torah by kissing the sefer Torah and also
bringing the children to kiss it. We do not
speak (even divrei Torah) from the time
the sefer Torah is opened before the read-
ing until after it is read. We listen care-
fully to every word of the reading. Some
stand the entire time that the Torah is
being read.™

“Very astute observations, Avi!l Do you
know why we give so much honor to the
Torah?”

“l have a few ideas, Abba. Hashem gave
the Torah to Moshe Rabbeinu and the
entire nation of Israel on Har Sinai. It is a
book of detailed instructions
of how to conduct
ourselves and serve the
Almighty. It is referred

to as the ratzon (the will

of) Hashem. Fulfilling His
ratzon gives us life, for He
gives life to those who do
His will.2 It also gives Him
nachas ruach, and
therefore is the most
important and exalted
thing that we can ac-
complish with our lives!
This sefer Torah that we are
reading is the physical
representation and
embodiment of His ratzon. What de-
serves more honor than that?”

“Excellent, Avil There is an additional
way that we honor the Torah.”

“What is that, Abba?”

“The magbiah lifts up the sefer Torah for
everyone to see.”

“When he does it, | see everyone going in
close to get a good look.”

“Correct, Avi. It is a mitzvah to see the

letters clearly enough to read them. This

will cause a great light to shine upon a

person.”3

“May we all merit receiving it.”

“Come let us honor Hashem’s Torah,

thereby inspiring us to learn it and fulfill

it, and give nachas ruach to our Creator.”
(Kinderlach o
The Torah existed before the creation of
the world. The Creator looked into the
Torah and created the world. He gave this
most precious gift to His chosen nation,
Israel, as the verse states, “For | have given
you a good teaching, do not forsake My
Torah.”* We have not forsaken it, rather
we put it at the very center of our lives,
for it is our life and gives us life. When
they take out the sefer Torah to read it
kinderlach, give it the utmost honor. “Let
us all ascribe greatness to our G-d, and
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A Reason to Celebrate

ﬂe sofer takes the quill in hand, and
dips it into the ink. He painstakingly fills
in the letter “lamed.” Cameras click.
Flashes pop. “Mazel tov!” The Sefer To-
rah is complete.

ﬂis is the culmination of over a year’s

worth of work. The parchment upon
which the letters are written began its life
as the skin of a kosher animal. It was
tanned by a G-d fearing Jew who
performed every step of the
process with a singular kavannah
(intention) — “li’'shaim kedushas
(for the sake of the holiness of
the) Sefer Torah.” It was then
cut to the proper size and
scored lightly with lines that
would serve as guides for
the writing of the letters.
The ink was then
prepared  from  the
special ingredients which
are listed in the Gemara
and the Halacha. The
sofer took his quill, make
from a turkey feather, dipped it into the
ink, and began to write. Now he sits, one
year later, with a finished Sefer Torah.

ﬂe Gabbai closes the Sefer Torah, fas-

tens it, and covers it with its mantle for
the first time. He picks it up, holds it next
to his heart, and carries it down into the
street. The gathering that awaits him is
beyond belief. Young boys bearing lit

torches line the street, forming a path for
the Sefer Torah to pass through. A chup-
pah (wedding canopy) help by four men
stands waiting to escort the Sefer Torah
on its journey. A band plays beautiful
dancing music. The Gabbai walks under
the chuppah, and the Hachnoses Sefer
Torah parade begins. The streets are full
of people, hundreds, even thousands,
dancing and rejoicing with the Sefer To-
rah. Spectators line the streets, and fill the
overlooking windows and balconies.
Jews of all ages, origins, and backgrounds
dance together in joyous celebration.
What happiness! What unity! A new Sefer
Torah!
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ﬂe verse states, “So now, write this

song (Sefer Torah) for yourselves”
(Devarim 31:19). The Sefer HaChinuch
explains that each and every Jew has a
mitzvah to write his own Sefer Torah.
(For a discussion of the halacha see Shul-
chan Auruch Yoreh Deah 270) Why is a
Sefer Torah so important that everyone
must write his own? The Sefer HaChinuch
explains that everyone should have one
available to learn from it at all times. You
may ask, “We have other sefarim to
learn, as well as printed Chumashim.”
True. However, the Sefer Torah has a
very high level of kedusha. The sefer De-
rech Eitz Chaim describes that each letter
is a coal, waiting to be fanned into a fire.
Our learning down here ignites a spiritual
fire in the upper worlds, which sheds the
light of kedusha down here. The Sefer
Torah represents the Torah itself. One
who writes his own Sefer Torah is consid-
ered as if he personally received the To-
rah at Har Sinai! Therefore we must
honor it. The Hachnoses Sefer Torah is a
massive Kovod HaTorah.

-
Kinderlach . . .

\Light up the world!

\

A Hachnoses Sefer Torah is one of the
most beautiful experiences on the face of
the earth. Enjoy it! Appreciate it! Under-
stand the deeper meaning behind it. We
have a new Sefer Torah in the world. A
new Redusha. Something for us to give
great honor to! Let it inspire us to learn
Torah with a new vitality, a new energy.

Ishei Yisrael 38

2 See Devarim 32:47

3 Orach Chaim 134:2 Mishna Brura 11
from mystical sources

4 Mishlei 4:2
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