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Quiet Heroes

mis is a beautiful Yeshiva building,

Dovid.”

“l agree, Betzalel. My sons are privileged
to learn here. The building was not built
originally as a Yeshiva.”

“Really? How did the Yeshiva acquire it?”
“That is an interesting story. The original
builders and occupants of the building
were preparing to sell it and move out.
At that time, the Yeshiva was housed in
small overcrowded quarters. A father of a
student of the Yeshiva saw the situation
as an opportunity for the Yeshiva to pur-
chase the building. There was one prob-
lem, however.”

“Not enough money.”

“Exactly. This concerned parent was un-
daunted. He quickly got to work organiz-
ing meetings to bring to the attention of
the community the importance of the ac-
quisition of this structure for
the Yeshiva. It went very
slowly at first, but gradually
the idea caught on. People
began working together to
raise the necessary funds.
Slowly but surely, they ap-
proached the required sum.
Finally, the day came when
they were able to purchase the
structure. After some minor renovations,
the Yeshiva was able to move into the
new building. The opening day was a
monumental joyous event for the entire
community.”

“That is a true Kiddush Hashem (Sanctifi-
cation of the Holy Name) Dovid.”

“l agree, Betzalel. The man who began
the campaign is a real hero. He was just
an ordinary person, yet he accomplished
something great. | wonder how people
achieve such phenomenal success.”

“It is not as rare as you think, Dovid.
There are many heroes walking quietly
amongst us. Their deeds attract no atten-
tion and arouse no fanfare. However,
they are no less accomplished than the
man who acquired this building for the
Yeshiva.”

“Can you give me an example, Betzalel?”
“Sure, Dovid. Consider a man who has a
specific amount of time set aside to learn
Torah every day. He recognizes the su-
preme importance of Torah, and would
like to increase his learning time. He re-
thinks his schedule, reorganizes his meet-
ings and appointments, cuts down on his
traveling time, and comes up with an-
other hour in the day to learn. During
that hour, he utters approximately 10,000
words of Torah, each one of which is
worth 613 mitzvos. He is enriched with
6.13 million more mitzvos each day! That
is a genuine bona-fide hero.”

“Who would ever think...”

“l will give you another example. Con-

sider a couple that is having marital strife.
The husband and wife realize that keep-
ing quiet when emotions are high will
calm the situation and give them the op-
portunity to rationally work out the is-
sues. One day, a conflict begins. They
exercise great effort and manage to stay
calm and quiet. The fight ends and the
issue is subsequently dealt with. This hap-
pens again and again until the major is-
sues are solved. Peace reigns in the house.
This couple, who learned to control
themselves, are heroes of great propor-
tions. Future generations will benefit from
their mighty acts.”
“You are very astute in your observa-
tions, Betzalel.”
“l suppose we can metaphorically say
that building internal buildings is just as
gallant as building ones of bricks and
stones. A person’s soul is a magnificent
spiritual edifice. It takes no less work,
planning, expense, and self-sacrifice to
build than a Yeshiva building. One
who seriously undertakes a project
like this, perseveres, and achieves
a measure of success, is a true
hero.”
“We have many
walking among us.”
“We surely do, and we can
join their ranks. We just need a
serious commitment to
improve our spiritual lives. Opportunities
to grow will present themselves as plenti-
fully as bricks on a building site. We will
place each one of them into our spiritual
edifice. Deed by deed, mitzvah by mitz-
vah, our internal structure will grow bigger
and stronger. One who astutely perceives
it will appreciate our quiet heroism.”
“Betzalel, you have motivated me to be a
great person!”
“You are already on your way, Dovid.
May Hashem grant you great success.”
“Amen!”
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People who perform great acts that bene-
fit entire communities are often honored
for their heroism. However, quiet indi-
viduals who perform mighty acts of over-
coming their Yetzer Hora to grow spiritu-
ally are no less heroic. There are building
their neshamos (souls) into beautiful spiri-
tual edifices. Kinderlach, seize the oppor-
tunities for greatness in your everyday
lives. Work on building your neshamos.

Become genuine heroes.

_ Its Very Simple

a/, I wish | was rich. My life would be
so much easier and less complicated.”
“l can make you rich in one day — no
problem.”
“Really? How?”
“It is actually very simple. Just bring me a

copy of tomorrow’s Wall Street Journal.
We will see which stocks will go up in
value tomorrow. We will then borrow all
the money that we can, buy those stocks,
and watch them go up. Tomorrow we
will sell them, rake in a huge profit, re-
turn the borrowed money, and be rich.”
“That is a brilliant plan. There is only one
problem.”

“What is it?”

“They do not publish tomorrow’s Wall
Street Journal today. Nobody knows the
future.”

“Yes, that is a very big problem.”

“Please allow me to correct myself. There
is One Who does know the future —
Hashem. However, He does not share it
with us. In fact, He commands us to re-
frain from looking into the future. It is a
verse in this week’s parasha — “You shall
be wholehearted with Hashem, your G-d’
(Devarim 18:13). Rashi explains that we
should not attempt to look into the fu-
ture to find out what The Creator has in
store for us. Rather, we should be whole-
hearted with Him. Trust Him, and accept
whatever He does wholeheartedly. If we
trust Him, then He will be with us.”

“l see.”

“The Malbim has an even deeper explana-
tion. The name, ‘Elokecha’ denotes
Hashem’s hashgacha pratis (individual su-
pervision) upon every Jew. The verse in-
forms us that we shall conduct ourselves
wholeheartedly with the Almighty, and not
attempt to find out what He has in store for
us. Rather we shall accept whatever He
does, knowing that it is for our own good,
for He knows better than we do. Then He
will be close to us, and personally supervise
the events in our lives. To sum it up, ‘If we
act wholeheartedly, then Hashem Elokim
will be with us.” The Sifrei says it so poeti-
cally, “‘When you are wholehearted, your
lot is with Hashem, your G-d.””

“Do you realize how rich you truly are?
You are rich in Torah knowledge. You do
not need tomorrow’s Wall Street Journal.
You have possessions much more valu-
able than money.”

“You are right. Hashem has been very kind
to me. | must be equally kind to Him and
accept His decrees unconditionally.”
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What will be in the future? Will you be
rich or poor? Will you be healthy or
sickly? Where will you live? Whom wiill
you marry? How long will you learn?
How long will you live? Only Hashem
knows. If you trust Him and accept every-
thing that He does, knowing that it is
good for you, then it will truly be good.
You will see the good, know it, and ap-
preciate it. You will not worry about the
future because you will know that you are
safely and securely in the hands of
Hashem. It is all very simple. Be whole-
some with Hashem.
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