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Kasher Your
Neshama

-
0/ vey! A glass of milk fell into the

boiling pot of chicken.”
“Maybe we can save it, dear. Is the vol-
ume of food in the pot sixty times the
amount of milk that fell?”

“No.”

“Can the milk be removed, or has it
spread all over the pot?”

“It mixed into everything.”

“Then we have a problem.
Both the mixture of meat and

milk and the pot have both
become ossur (forbidden).

We will have to throw away

the food, and kasher the _\/
pot.”

“Oh well. My dear husband,
what can we do? It should
be a kapora (atonement).
How do we kasher the

pot?”

“That is a timely
question, dear. We
learn the laws of
kashering kelim

(vessels) from the war
with  Midian in this
week’s parasha. Elazar
HaKohen spoke to the
soldiers who had just
returned from the war
with kelim, captured from the non-Jews.
He instructed them how to kasher those
kelim. ‘Everything that came through fire,
pass it through the fire, and purify it’
(Bamidbar 31:23).”

“How do we translate that into practical
halacha?”

“First we must clean the keli thoroughly.
In our case, we must wash and scrape off
all remnants of the non-kosher food that
was stuck to the pot, both inside and out.
We must also remove any rust that has
accumulated on the keli. The metal must
be perfectly clean. Secondly, we must
heat the keli in the same way that it was
used to cook. Our chicken pot was used
for cooking with water. The pot was
heated until the water and food inside
reached boiling temperature. Therefore,
the pot must be placed into boiling water
to remove all traces of the taste of the
ossur food that had been absorbed into
the metal.”

“As | said, my dear husband, it should be
a kapora.”

y dear wife, you are thinking along
the same lines as the Chofetz Chaim.”
“Thank you for the compliment. What
does Rav Yisrael Meir have to say about
kashering kelim?”

“He compares the purification of the keli
to the purification of our neshamos when

we do teshuva. The first step is to remove

the dirt and rust of the aveyros from our

neshamos. We accomplish this by regret-
ting our past mistakes and firmly resolv-
ing to never repeat them in the future.

Secondly, we must be on our guard. We

have to form a strategy to beat the yetzer

hora, in the same way that he beat us.

Hashem will put us into the same situa-

tion that led to our sin in the past, and

the yetzer hora will do his utmost to con-
vince us to commit the same sin. If he
caused us to sin with the fire of
hislahavus (getting overly excited
and worked up), then we must
beat him with hislahavus for
the mitzvah of doing
teshuva. Just as the keli that
became treif through boiling
must be kashered through
boiling, so too the aveyra that
came about from a boiling
incitement, must be ‘burned
out” with a boiling fervor
for teshuva.”

“That is fascinating, dear.
| am sure that the holy
Chofetz Chaim spoke

about the aveyra of

Loshon Hora.”

“Yes he did. That is a sin
committed with
improper speech. The
teshuva is to speak

properly. The main action

required is toiling in Torah.

Those holy words crossing his lips will

atone for the impure ones that he had

spoken. Rav Yisrael Meir goes a step far-
ther and says that the main ‘kashering’ of

a person’s soul is with Torah. lts holy

purity renders a person’s soul clean and

free of aveyros.”

“May we all reach his madrayga (spiritual

level).”
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clean and pure to serve Hashem.
\

The principle of kashering kelim is called
“kabolo kach polto™ — the issur was ab-
sorbed into the keli in a specific way, and
must be removed in the same way. So too
with our neshamos. The yetzer hora con-
taminates our souls with different strate-
gies. We have to use his own strategy
against him to purify ourselves from the
tumah that he has wrought upon us. That
way we will do teshuva, and become

It Is Fair

j Naftoli dear, why are you crying?”
“It’s not fair, Imma.”
“What is not fair?”
“He got away with cheating and did not
get punished.”
“What happened?”
“He looked at my test paper and copied

down some answers. The teacher did not
see him.”

“Calm down Naftoli. Don’t cry. You
don’t have to worry. Hashem is running
the world. He rewards everyone for their
good deeds, and punishes them for their
sins. Just look in this week’s parasha.”

“l don’t recall anything about cheating on
a test.”

“Correct, Naftoli dear, but the Torah
does speak about orei miklat (refuge cit-
ies), set aside to protect those people
who accidentally killed someone. The
killer had to flee from his home to the ir
miklat. This exile, although it protected
him from being killed by the victim’s rela-
tives, was also a punishment. Leaving
your home, family, friends, and liveli-
hood was very difficult in those days.”
“Imma, is that fair? Why did the victim
have to die? What did he do wrong? And
why did the killer have to flee? After all,
it was only an accident. Where is
Hashem’s justice that you were speaking
about?”

“Naftoli, the gemora (Makkos 10b) ex-
plains what happened. One man killed
another intentionally, but there were no
witnesses to convict him. He escaped
punishment. Another man killed someone
accidentally, and there were no witnesses
to convict him either. He also escaped the
punishment of exile, or so it seemed.
Hashem guided the events in such a way
that these two men found themselves at
the same inn one day. The murder was
sitting under a ladder and the one who
killed accidentally was climbing down the
ladder. Suddenly, he fell on the other
man and killed him. Witnesses saw the
whole event.”

“That was no coincidence.”

“That is what the gemora says. The mur-
der got the death penalty that he de-
served. And the accidental killer got the
exile that he deserved.”

“So it is fair after all.”

“Exactly.”
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“I’'m going to teach him a lesson. He can’t
get away with that.” Stop and think for a
minute. In teaching him a lesson, are you
going to do something that the Torah
forbids? Are you going to take revenge?
Are you going to speak loshon hora? Are
you going to hit him? Are you going to
embarrass him? These things are all for-
bidden. “But he can’t get away with that.
He has to know that he did something
wrong.” That is correct. You should try to
tell him in a way that is permissible. How-
ever, you should not try to punish him.
That is not your job. Hashem is running
the world. If he deserves a punishment, he
will get it. Hashem has many messengers.
You do your job, and leave Hashem to do

His job. That’s the fair way. v
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