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) Learn The Lesson

aay, let’s pack up and get ready to
move on.”

The Jewish people fold their tents, pack
their belongings, and prepare to break
camp. It is time to move onward on their
journey to the Land of Israel.

“What is happening? Why are we not
moving? Where are the Annanei HaKo-
vod (Clouds of Glory which protect the
Jewish people)? Where is the miraculous
well of Miriam? Where are our leaders,
Moshe, Aaron, and Miriam?”

Something very strange was happening.
Miriam was afflicted with the dreaded
disease of tsoraas. The healing process
included seven days of isolation outside of
the camp. The entire Jewish nation pitched
their tents, set up camp, and waited seven
days for Miriam.

Miriam spoke Loshon Hora about her
brother Moshe Rabbeinu. She spoke only
to her other brother Aaron. Moshe Rab-
beinu was so humble that he was not
affected by the Loshon Hora. Yet, she was
judged strictly.
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"hy is the episode of the spies re-

counted after the story of Miriam?” asks
Rashi. The Torah is not a history book
and is not necessarily in chronological
order. Therefore the two events are jux-
taposed to teach a lesson. Miriam was
afflicted because she spoke Loshon Hora.
Her sin was exposed in a most public and
dramatic way. The entire Jewish people
knew about it. Yet those evil people saw
it, and did not learn the lesson. They
committed the very same sin.

-
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The spies should have learned something
from Miriam’s punishment. Her judgment
taught a lesson to the Jewish people for all
generations. One of the reasons that
Hashem sends retribution is to teach les-
sons. We are supposed to learn from
them. Hashem sends tzorus (suffering) to
the Jewish people. Our Gedolim (Torah
giants) urge us to learn from the tzorus
and to do tshuva (correct our ways).
& Learn the lesson.

replete with miraculous victories in battle.
They hesitated, however. “Let us send out
spies, to investigate the land. We must see
for ourselves what this land is like.”
Hashem complied with their request.
Twelve men were sent to spy out the Land
of Canaan. They were men of integrity,
learned in Torah, the distinguished leaders
of the Jewish people and of their respec-
tive tribes. Throughout their forty-day
mission, they traveled together across the
Land of Canaan, all seeing the same sights.
They returned, however, with varying
reports. Ten of them claimed it was a land
of giants, too powerful to overcome; a
land that devoured its inhabitants. Hysteria
erupted among the Jewish people. Calev
Ben Yefunneh tried to silence the people,
and speak praises of the land.

Iwe were there, how

would we react? The
respected leaders of the
nation, along with

position that contradicts the word

of Hashem. We know they are
wrong, but everyone is following
them. Everyone except . . . Calev Ben

Yefunneh. For this act of standing up for
the truth, “having a different spirit with
him,” Hashem refers to him endearingly
as “My servant, Calev.” (Bamidbar
14:24). Rav Shimshon Rafael Hirsch ex-
plains “a different spirit” to mean a dif-
ferent understanding, and a different de-
sire, which saved him from the sin of the
spies. Calev followed the word of
Hashem, even when all were against him.
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Sometimes it seems like the whole world is
against us. Everyone is playing in the street
without supervision, why can't we? Every-
one is rushing through their prayers and
blessings, why shouldn't we? Everyone
spends lots of time playing computer
games, why can't we do it too? Because, we
have to do what is right, even if we are the
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the
overwhelming majority of
the populace, are supporting a

" reported for work and again
7 received five stones to polish. He

Follow the Crowd?

Eyesh after receiving the Torah, the Jew-
ish people were ready to enter the land
promised to them by Hashem, the Land of
Canaan. It would be an easy conquest,

0 only ones. Just like Calev Ben Yefunneh.”

we must take challah. When we eat meat,
we must give the Kohain his portion.
When we come to a bird’s next, we must
send away the mother. When we slaughter
an animal, we must cover the blood.
When we plant, we cannot eat the fruits of
the first three years. When we cut our hair,
we must leave the corners. When we build
a house, we must put a guardrail on the
roof and mezuzah on the door. When we
cover ourselves with a four-cornered gar-
ment, we must put tzitzis on it.

Rv Amnon Yitzchak, relates a parable

about a man who landed a job polishing
gems. He was to be paid for each stone
that he polished. The first day of work,
he received five stones to polish. He hap-
pily completed his work and
received his salary for the
day. He did notice,
however, that the
worker next to him re-
ceived twenty stones that
The next

day day he

completed the job quickly and
watched his neighbor working hard
polishing twenty stones. He was
somewhat upset but reasoned that since
he was new at the job, he did not yet
receive a full workload. However, the
situation did not change. Every day he
received five stones, while his neighbor
received twenty. One day, he could no
longer contain himself. He went to the
boss complaining, “What are you doing?
Why aren’t you giving me more work? |
came here to work and make money!
Give me work so that | can make
money!”

ﬂe Mishna in Makkos (3:16) writes:

Rebbe Chanania Ben Akashia taught,
“Hashem wanted to reward the Jewish
people. That is why He gave them such a
large Torah and so many mitzvos. As the
Navi (Yishayahu 42:21) says, ‘Hashem
wants the Jews to be tszaddikim, therefore
he enlarged and strengthened the Torah.”

I Came Here to Work!

Mke tzitzis (fringes) on the corners of

your garments” (Bamidbar 15:38). The
Medrash relates that Hashem gave us
many, many mitzvos to give us an oppor-
tunity to earn great rewards for the World
to Come. Everything that He created in
this world contains within it a mitzvah.
When we plow, we cannot use an ox and
a donkey together. When we plant, we
cannot mix seeds. When we harvest, we
must give to the poor. When we knead,
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“The day is short; the job is big . . . the re-
ward is great.” Now we begin to see just
how big the job is. We can do a mitzvah
practically every minute of every day! Isn’t
that great? After all, we came here to work,
didn’t we? So let’s all work hard, just like the
gem polisher. He only got five gems a day
to polish. But we have 613 gems to work
with. Each mitzvah is a real gem. Keep
working and polishing them. The reward is

greater than you can imagine.
.
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