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Anger

“~
I/ou are driving me crazy little frog!

Your croaking is making me deaf! | am
going to put an end to you.”

With that, the angry Mitzri picks up a big
stick and strikes the frog with a mighty
blow. Much to his surprise, the frog does
not die. Rather it multiplies into several
frogs, all croaking into the Mitzri’s ears.

“You lousy frogs! You can’t get away
with this! I'll kill you alll”

And so, the Mitzri begins angrily striking
frog dfter frog. Each blow only produces
more and more frogs, more and more
croaking. As the number of frogs grows and
grows, the Mitzri’s anger grows and grows.
And so the plague goes. The Mitzrim them-
selves fill the land of Mitzraim with frogs.
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ﬂe Steipler, in his sefer Bircas Peretz,

points out the irony of the situation. The
Mitzrim were disgusted with the tsefardeah,
and wanted to kill them. However, they
reacted with anger. With each frenzied
blow, the frogs increased. They should have
seen this and realized that their anger was
counterproductive. Not only was it not
helping them to get rid of the frogs, rather it
was creating more, more, and more frogs.
Didn’t they realize this? No, because this is
the destructive power of anger. It blinds a
person to the devastation that it causes. And
so, each angry reaction goes like the makkas
tsefardeah. A quiet calm approach will al-
low emotions to slowly cool down. The
anger will evaporate and the matter will be
settled. However, a heated reaction will
only bring another irritated response, just as
each fierce blow brought more frogs. Tem-
pers will escalate, and soon the fire engulfs
everything. Therefore, the Steipler advises
silence as the best response to anger. Time
will pass, and the temper will cool. Peace
will prevail, and bring along with it
Hashem’s blessings. As our sages say, “The
only vessel which can hold blessing is
peace.”

Fxecute Four

[’ho is Hashem that | should heed

His voice to send out Israel?” (Shemos
5:2). With these words, Pharaoh commit-
ted a heinous crime. He spoke loshon
hora against the Creator of the World.
What is the punishment for such a sin?
The Gemora (Erechin 15b) states that one
who speaks loshon hora transgresses the
equivalent of all three capitol crimes:
idolatry, immorality, and murder. Those
who commit these crimes
receive four types of
death penalties: stoning,
burning, decapitation,
and strangulation.

ﬂe Keli Yakar (Shemos

9:14) relates that the
plague of borod (hail)
came as a punishment for
the loshon hora that
Pharaoh spoke. He goes
on to explain how the
borod corresponded to
the four death penalties.
The  hailstones  came
down and stoned the
people to death: stoning.
They cracked open, fire
came out, and burned
people to death: burning. “The borod
beheaded their grapevines (Tehillim
78:47). Is it possible to cut off the head of
a grapevine? Surely not. The verse refers
to the elite of Mitzraim, who are com-
pared to grapevines. They were killed by
the borod: beheading. Torrents of rain
fell along with the hail. Fields were
flooded and Mitzrim may have drowned.
Drowning is a form of strangulation. And
so, we see a horrible punishment for a
terrible crime.

are called clouds.”

“We never have clouds here in Mitz-
raim.”

“That is because it never rains here. We
get all of our water from the river. |
wonder why the sky is now filled with
clouds.”

Suddenly a loud crashing noise is heard.
Flashes of light fly through the dark sky.
The people of Mitzraim are terrified. They
have never experienced thunder or light-
ning before.

“What is that? The gods
are angry with us. What
shall we do?”

Hail begins to fall from
the sky.

“What is this? The sky is
falling! It looks like pieces
of ice. Ouch they hurt.”
“It cannot be ice. When
it hits the ground, it
breaks open and there is
fire inside. Fire cannot
burn inside of ice.”

“Oh no. It looks very
miraculous. It must be
another plague from the
G-d of the Jews.”
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ﬂe Ohr  HaChaim

HaKadosh comments that fire and water
are two opposite extremes. They cannot
co-exist. Either the amount of water is
great enough to extinguish the fire, or the
heat of the fire is great enough to evapo-
rate the water. However, this case was
different. The fire and water were messen-
gers of Hashem, sent to do a job for Him.
The fire changed its nature and burned
inside of the ice, in order to do the will of
Hashem.

(Kinderlach ...

(Kinderlach ...

“That’s it! | am fed up! | must have told
him 1000 times not to do that. | explained
to him how it bothers me. He just contin-
ues to do it! | am going to scream at him.
That will solve the problem.” Kinderlach,
will screaming really solve the problem?
Surely not. It will only bring an angry
reaction. That, in turn will provoke more
rage. The vicious cycle will just escalate
and escalate just as the frogs increased
and increased. There is only one way to
stop it. Silence. Accept the things you can-
not change and calmly deal with the oth-
ers. You will prevent the plague from
spreading. Anger itself is a makko. Let us

o

ksay, and enjoy the good life.

~

How bad can loshon hora be? After all,
everyone lets a bad word slip out here
and there. Our sages tell us that it is as
bad as the worst crimes. That is truly
frightening. In the days of the Beis
HaMikdash, people were stricken with
tsoraas, a terrible disease. Mitzraim was
plagued with borod. These do not exist in
our days, but Hashem has His ways. The
Chofetz Chaim relates that one who
guards his tongue will have a good life in
this world and the next. Watch what you

-
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\_"ot suffer its destructive force. )

_Working Together

[’ hy is the sky darkening?”
“There are strange things in the sky.
Those white and gray things.”
“l know what they are. Once | traveled
to a far away land and saw them. They

world it will be!
\_

N\

“l can’t work with you. You are too
sloppy.” “What do you mean? You are
too neat. It stifles my creativity.” “I can
never travel anywhere with you. You are
always late.” “Have we ever missed the
bus on account of me?” “No, but we are
always rushing.” We can all think of many
reasons why we cannot work together.
We are just too different. Are we more
different than fire and ice? They were able
to work together to do Hashem’s will. We
are all striving to do Hashem’s will. Clean-
ing the house for Shabbos, traveling to-
gether to a seudas mitzvah, getting ready
for school in the morning, are all
Hashem’s will. We can surely overcome
our differences and work together at these
times. Pretty soon, we will realize that
everything can be done according to
Hashem’s will. Then we will always be
working together. What a wonderful
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