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ings even more by telling them how elevated status. “Yosef is still alive!”

Don t Hurt Back
“ajch!”

“What happened, Sari?”

“Rivkie hit me, Imma.”

“Why did you do that Rivkie?”
“Because Sari pushed me, Imma.”
“Why did you push her, Sari?”
“If you would know
what she said about
me, Imma...”

“l see. Sari is

hurting Rivkie
because Rivkie
hurt her. And
Rivkie is hurting

Sari because Sari
hurt her.”

“Right, Imma.”
“Each one of you
thinks that it is okay
to hurt someone who
has hurt you.”

“Isn’t it, Imma? After all, if my sister does
not treat me properly, why should | be
careful about her feelings?”

“Let us see what Yosef HaTsaddik has to
say about that. His brothers hurt him ter-
ribly. At first, they wanted to kill him.
Then they left him in a pit to die. Finally,
they sold him as a slave.”

“That is truly horrible, Imma.”

“Yes, girls. However, Yosef was a tsaddik.
Hashem was with him. He did not stay a
slave, but rose to become second in
command of Mitzrayim. Twenty-two
years after the sale, Hashem united Yosef
and his brothers. He recognized them, but
they did not know who he was. When he
finally revealed himself they were
shocked. What was his reaction?”

“He must not have treated them nicely
after what they did to him.”

“You might think so girls; however, Yosef
was a tsaddik. He comforted and ap-
peased them. Rav Yerucham Levovitz is in
awe of Yosef's middos. We are all familiar
with the obligations of the person who
hurts someone else. He must apologize
and repay the damage that was done.
What about the obligations of the one
who was hurt?”

“Obligations? He was wronged, Imma!”
“True, Sari, however, there are still mitz-
vos bein adam lichaveiro (between man
and his fellow) telling us how to treat
people. We may not insult them or hurt
their feelings even if they wrong us. That
is exactly what Yosef HaTsaddik did. He
was careful with the feelings of his broth-
ers. They felt so ashamed of what they
had done. He could have hurt their feel-

much suffering they had caused him. In-
stead, he comforted them. ‘And now do
not be distressed, or angry with your-
selves, for having sold me here; for
Hashem sent me ahead to be a provider’
(Bereshis 45:5). Yosef knew that every-
thing was min HaShomayim (from
Heaven). The brothers were just agents
to carry out Hashem’s
Will.  Therefore, he
appeased them.”
“The  greatness of
Yosef is SO
compelling that it is
frightening.”
“That s
what Rav
Yerucham says,
Rivkie. We can
take a big lesson

exactly

from Yosef
HaTsaddik - what
madraygas a person can reach.”
~
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How do we react when someone hurts us?
“I'll get him back!” Wrong! Besides trans-
gressing two mitzvos in the Torah (bearing
a grudge and taking revenge), you are
showing very bad middos. “I won’t hurt
him, but | just won’t be nice to him.”
Wrong again! You are still bearing a
grudge, and you are hurting his feelings
and not being nice to him. “I will realize
that the hurt was min HaShomayim, for-
give him in my heart, and attempt to
speak to him about my feelings.” Right!
You have accomplished something truly
awesome. You have shown a very good
middah. You are on your way to being a

tsaddik, just like Yosef.

Hes Really Alive!

Iosef is still alive!” (Bereshis 45:26).

This is one of the most startling statements
in the entire Torah. Yaakov Avinu’s son,
who was missing for twenty-two years,
had been found. What thoughts could
have been running through Yaakov’s mind
when he heard these words? “Is it really
Yosef? Even if he is still living, where is he?
What has he become after twenty-two
years outside of his father’s house? Perhaps
he is an idol worshipper (cholila) or a
lowly person who runs after his tayvas
(desires). Will 1 even recognize him?”
These outcomes were all quite possible.

\_

Rv Zalman Sorotzkin shows how the
verse itself conveys the message of Yosef’s

Alive? Yes, really alive. Who is truly
alive? The tsaddik. He is living the true
life — the life of Torah — which fills every
moment with deep meaning, eternal re-
ward, and nachas to The Almighty and
His creations. Yosef is alive — truly alive!
He is living the pure life of a tsaddik!

ﬂis was no small feat in the land of

Mitzrayim — the most immoral place in
the world. When the brothers first arrived
there, they feared the worst for Yosef.
They began to search for him in the bad
places. Boruch Hashem, they did not find
him there. He had withstood the test.
Rav Sorotzkin darshens, “He was the ruler
in the entire land of Mitzrayim!” He rules
over his Yetzer Hora in Mitzrayim — that
land filled with tumah (impurity).

Kakov Avinu was still not convinced.

What about Yosef’s Torah learning? What
became of that during the twenty-two
years in Mitzrayim? The verse again re-
veals the answer to this question. “How-
ever, when they related to him all the
things that Yosef had told them, and he
saw the wagons that Yosef had sent to
transport him, then the spirit of Yaakov,
their father, was revived” (45:27). Rashi
interprets this verse to mean that Yosef
sent Yaakov a sign that he had not for-
gotten the Torah that they learned to-
gether. When Yosef was taken away, they
were in the midst of learning the parasha
of “egla arufa.” Yosef sent “agalos” to his
father Yaakov. “Egla” and “agala™ are the
same word. Those “agalos” conveyed to
Yaakov that Yosef had not forgotten the
“egla arufa.” He remained strong in his
Torah learning! And so, we see that Yosef
was alive — genuinely alive. He ruled over
his Yetzer Hora, and learned Torah. This
is the life of a tsaddik — the life of emmes.
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There is living and there is living. As long
as the neshama (soul) is in the guf (body),
a person is technically alive. However,
what is he doing? Eating, sleeping, and
looking for petty pleasures? That is a low
level of living. Rav Sorotzkin describes a
much higher level of living: striving to
overcome your Yetzer Hora. Rashi adds:
learning Torah and remembering it (even
after twenty-two years). This is living on a
higher plane. This is the life of a tsaddik.
We have Yosef as our example of how to
live life. After all those years, he was really

alive.
\_ J
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