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Parashas Vayera

. Dust and Ashes

Lgo Hashem said, ‘The outcry of Sdom
and Amorrah is great, and their sin is very
grave,” (Bereshis 18:20). Due to this hor-
rible state of affairs, the Almighty was
prepared to destroy Sdom and Amorrah.
Avraham Avinu, however, was not at
peace with this.

“And Avraham came forward and said,
‘Will You stamp out the righteous along
with the wicked? Perhaps there are fifty
righteous within the city? Would You
indeed stamp it out rather than spare the
place for the sake of the fifty righteous
people within it?’“ (18:23, 24). Amaz-
ingly, Hashem agreed to Avraham’s re-
quest. However, Avraham proceeded
further. “Behold, now, | have taken upon
myself to speak to the Lord although | am
but dust and ashes” (18:27). This state-
ment is truly astounding. How could
Avraham refer to himself as dust and
ashes? Didn’t he realize who he was?
Avraham Avinu was a king with a royal
household. He was a prophet whom the
Creator of the universe chose to speak to
personally. Hashem had just agreed to
Avraham’s request, which showed that
He valued his opinion. Was a man of this
stature no more than dust and ashes?

ﬂe Gemora (Chullin 89a) praises Avra-

ham’s statement. The Holy One Blessed
be He said to Klal Yisrael, “I desire you.
(Why?) Even at the time that | bestow
greatness upon you, you humble your-
selves before Me. | granted greatness (to
these leaders of My chosen nation).
Avraham responded, ‘I am dust and
ashes.” Moshe and Aharon said about
themselves, ‘What are we? (Shemos
16:7). Dovid HaMelech referred to him-
self as a ‘worm and not a man’” (Tehillim
22:7). Our tsaddikim possessed exem-
plary humility.

ﬂe Mesillas  Yesharim  (Chapter 22)

speaks at length on the subject of humil-
ity. “How great are the humble in spirit!
They are humble in heart and thought”
(Sota 5b). A person with an honest heart
does not allow himself to be deceived by
any good trait that he may possess. He
should not elevate himself nor be proud
or haughty. Instead, he should thank the
One who has been gracious to him; and
strive to grow constantly in humility.

ﬂe truly great humble person is com-
pared to a poor person who accepts kind
gifts from people. He cannot help but be
ashamed because he must accept the gifts.
The more kindness he receives, the
greater is his shame. So too it is with us.
We receive kind gifts from Hashem every
moment of every day of our lives. All of
the good qualities and things that we
possess are gifts from him. How can we

ever repay Him? As Dovid HaMelech
said, “What can | return to Hashem for all
of His loving-kindness to me?” (Tehillim
116:12).

CZDntrast this with the proud person. Our
Sages relate examples of people who took
credit for their good deeds and were pun-
ished accordingly. If one cannot even take
credit for good things that he has done, he
surely cannot become self-important and
proud because of them. We learn from the
Mesillas Yesharim that pride is nothing
more than self-deception. We must not
deceive ourselves. We should give credit
where credit is due — to the Almighty,
Creator of the universe. What can we take
for ourselves? Humility.
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How do we relate to our good deeds? Did
you learn well today? Boruch Hashem. He
gave you the intelligence, patience, and
concentration necessary to learn Torah.
Did Imma cook a delicious meal today?
Boruch Hashem. He provided her with the
food to cook, the kitchen, the knowledge,
and the koach to make the meal. Does
Abba bring home parnassa (income)?
Boruch Hashem. The Almighty is provid-
ing the family with money that they need
to keep serving Him. Do we take credit
for these good things? Absolutely not! We
humbly acknowledge that they are all gifts
from Hashem. Work on your humility,
kinderlach. Do not take credit for your-
selves. Give it to the One Who is responsi-
ble — the Provider of all good things —

Hashem.
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No Tefillah is Wasted

;lhere are you headed my fellow
Jew?”
“To the big city, B’ezras Hashem. | hope
to sell my wares and buy things for my
family.”

The older man smiles warmly at the young
Jewish artisan.

“l am also headed there, for the same
reason. Come, let us travel together.”

The two men board the train and settle
into their seats in the passenger car. They
engage in lively Torah discussions until
they reach their destination. They leave
the railroad car and bid each other fare-
well at the station.

“May Hashem bless you with much suc-
cess.”
“Amen and the same for you.”

A few days later, they meet unexpectedly
in a clothing store.

“How are you my fellow Jew?”

“Baruch Hashem. | am here to buy
clothes for my children.”

“l am also thinking about that. | have one

unmarried son, my youngest child, left in
the house. | am a bit hesitant to buy him
a suit, however.”

“Why?”

“It may not fit him.”

“l do not have that problem. All of my
children are small and growing. If the
clothes do not fit one child, they will fit
another. If they do not fit anyone now,
they will soon grow into them. Someone
will get good use out of these clothes.”
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ﬂis story is based on a parable from the
Dubno Maggid. Why did Hashem inform
Avraham Avinu that He was going to
destroy Sdom and Amorrah? He surely
did not need Avraham’s approval, yet He
wanted to reveal this information. As the
verse states, “Shall | conceal from Avra-
ham what | do?” (Bereshis 18:17). The
Maggid informs us that Hashem wanted
Avraham’s tefillos for Sdom and Amor-
rah. Therefore, He told him about the
impending destruction, so that Avraham
would pray for their salvation. There is a
big question, however, on this answer.
Hashem knew that He was going to de-
stroy Sdom and Amorrah, regardless of
Avraham Avinu’s tefillos. Were the
prayers not in vain? “No,” answers the
Dubno Maggid. Sincere tefillos are always
heard, even if they do not help the per-
son who is praying, or those of his gen-
eration. As the verse states, “And Avra-
ham will become a great and mighty na-
tion. And all of the nations of the earth
will be blessed through him” (Bereshis
18:18). The Maggid finishes by stating that
even if his prayers do not come to frui-
tion now, they will help future genera-
tions. The prayers are compared to the
clothing that the young man was buying.
Even if they do not fit any of his children
now, they will fit them in the future.
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We pray to Hashem three times each day.
We ask him for all sorts of things: health,
prosperity, success in learning, children,
and peace, to name a few. Many times
our request is not fulfilled. We ask over,
and over, and over again. We soon come
to the realization that the request may
never be granted. Is this a reason to de-
spair? Of course not! Hashem hears, listens
to, and considers every prayer. The Mag-
gid tells us that Hashem answers every
prayer. If not now, in future generations.
How comforting and encouraging! Par-
ents always want the best for their chil-
dren. Imagine that the request that you
are making in your prayers may bring
great blessing to your great-great-grand-
child. Keep praying to Hashem kinderlach,
with great kavannah (concentration). He

\will answer you with only good things.
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