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The Correct
Juadgment

:4;4 )
bba, can you please help me with
this week’s parasha?”

“My pleasure, Chaim. What is the sub-
ject?”

“*Edim zommemim (plotting witnesses).”
“That is a very difficult sugya (subject),
Chaim.”

“Let me see if | have the facts straight.
Two witnesses come to Beis Din and tes-
tify that Reuven deliberately killed a Jew.
The dayanim (judges) carry out the entire
judgment process including the interroga-
tion of the witnesses, accepting any other
evidence, deliberation, and handing
down the final decision based upon the
majority. Reuven is convicted. Suddenly,
two new witnesses enter and say that the
first two witnesses could
not have seen the alleged
murder. Why? Because
they were together with
the second witnesses in a
different place on the day
of the alleged murder.”
“So far, so good, Chaim.”
“Now, we have two sets
of witnesses whose
testimony contradicts each
other., Whom do we
believe? The first set who
claims there was a murder,

or the second set who
claims the first set are
liars?”

“And the answer is...”

“The Torah tells us to believe the second
set. This appears to be in the category of
‘chukim’ — laws that we are not capable
of understanding. Why should one set
have more believability than the other?
To make it even more puzzling, the first
set of witnesses then receives a punish-
ment that is unparalleled in the entire
Torah — ‘ka’asher zomam’. The Beis Din
administers to them the exact same pun-
ishment that they tried to give to the de-
fendant, Reuven. In our case of the al-
leged murder, they are killed!”

“Correct.”

“I .

is difficult to understand the Chumash;
however, the Gemora (Makkos 5b) says
something even more perplexing. If the Beis
Din convicted and actually executed Reu-
ven, and then only afterwards the second
witnesses came and testified that the first
witnesses were liars; then the second wit-
nesses are not believed and we do not kill
the first witnesses. This goes against our
logical way of thinking. If the second wit-
nesses are punished with ‘ka’asher zomam’

for only plotting to falsely convict Reuven,
how much more so should they be pun-
ished when they actually succeeded in get-
ting Reuven executed!”
“Chaim, | am impressed! You know the
facts of this sugya very welll”
“Thank you Abba, but what is the an-
swer?”
“The Ramban, in his commentary on the
Chumash, gives us the proper outlook on
this judiciary process called ‘edim zom-
memim’. The main point is that we can-
not forget The Judge of the entire uni-
verse, Whose every word and law is true.
He wrote this parasha of ‘edim zom-
memim’ in the Torah. And He also judges
(so to speak) in the Beis Din with the
dayanim, as the verse states, ‘In the midst
of judges He shall judge’ (Tehillim 82:1).
He was the One Who decided to believe
the second witnesses. The depth of the
truth of this din is unfathomable to the
human mind; however,
the Ramban gives us some
insight. Hashem will not
let an innocent defendant
die, as the verse states,
=+ | ‘The wicked one watches
N the righteous, and seeks to
slay him. Hashem will not
leave him in his hand, nor
let him to be condemned
when he is judged.” (Tehil-
lim 37:32,33). He will
also not allow these holy
dayanim to spill innocent
blood. Therefore, His
hashgacha  guides  the
events so that a second set
of witnesses come to Beis Din, save the
innocent man, and punish the wicked
plotters. However, if the Beis Din actually
does execute the murderer, then we see
that he truly was guilty! That is the
emmes! The All Powerful Judge would
not allow them to kill an innocent man! If
He did not actually murder the victim,
then Hashem would have saved him by
guiding in the second set of witnesses
before the execution. The fact that He
allowed the murderer to be put to death
shows that he was truly guilty.”
“What a wonderful thought, Abba! Hashem
is watching over all of us! He does not al-
low any harm to come to anyone unjustly.
He protects the innocent defendant from
dying and the dayanim from killing him.
And if the defendant is truly guilty, he does
not let the second set of witnesses (who are
lying) arrive in time to acquit him and have
the first witnesses executed! How deep and
fair is His judgment!”
“Emmes, Chaim. May we all merit seeing

Hashem’s emmes and hashgacha as
clearly as you do!”
“Amen!”

Kinderlach . . .

The Ramban’s insight into the hashgacha
of “edim zommemim” is a lesson for all of
us. In our lives, we hope that we do not
need to experience the drama of ‘edim
zommemim’ in order to see, feel, and un-
derstand Hashem’s protection and His
Guiding Hand. He defends us when we
are innocent, and allows us to suffer when
necessary, in order to help us do teshuva
and correct our ways. He is always judg-
ing us. We love You Hashem! You are
always watching over us, and doing what
is best for us!

Be a Builder

66,
a<ay men, move forward. We of-

fered peace terms to this city, but they
did not accept. Now we are going to lay
siege. Be careful not to cut down any fruit
trees.”

“But sir, this is war. Lives are at stake.
Why must we worry about fruit trees at a
time like this?”

“This is one of the 613 mitzvos in the
Torah. It is logical. Why cut down a fruit
tree? It will not make the city surrender
sooner. Taking captives can force them to
surrender, but chopping trees will not. It
is just pointless destruction.”

[CHC R VR )

“Men you lay siege to a city ... do
not destroy its trees ...” (Devarim 20:19).
The Sefer HaChinuch relates that this
mitzvah forbids senseless destruction of
clothing, utensils, indeed anything. Why?
The Torah wants us to love tov (good-
ness). This character trait is cultivated by
building and bringing things to fruition.
Pointless destruction is evil, and will dis-
tance us from the tov. Our great holy
sages loved peace, were happy with an-
other’s goodness, and brought them close
to Torah. They would not destroy even a
single mustard seed. No so with the evil
person. He is happy when he sees de-
struction. Thus, he destroys himself.

Kinderlach . . .

Hashem wants us to build the world, not
destroy it. What is the best thing that we
can build? A good soul. Destroying things
also destroys our souls. It makes us de-
structive, which is a terrible middah (char-
acter trait). The next time you are thinRing
of throwing a rock, scratching a nice
wooden table, or tearing the branches off
a tree, think about this. When you destroy
that thing, you are destroying a good
middah in your soul also. Hashem wants
us to build our souls, not destroy them.
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parashas Shoftim

All rights reserved to the author.
#982 #




1327 DTana

T'Da

N AN ppan prIvd vy NoY' K10 Mo XOr DX
XN .(A"2-2" " DONN) VBN NV XD11T2 111V KD
X' INNAN 1021 P2 DT 95 T8N DT N XD D2
TN D NMmy DY DY VAN D DMATN DX D220V
DN DTYN X 27N RO DRI DX 2'%nH D
NX 20N N¥NN DX XEIN DX TN N DX X .0DWRNn
MOVN VI INARN NI IDYR N PR XN TIRND D91
X2 NI 1OX DX 'YwOn N 07X ANNY 0NY NN AN XY N
NMYN DTYN NY'D NXAN MY 1980 0 'NOTR,NYNN NN
X¥IN 1OX DPKINKY DTAIVN .2MND NRNINN 192 TN NaY
".OWNX DX NN XINY NNIN N0

N X9 XN %1 Sy Nmawn N IkAR AR nawnn K"
aNN DEXIN DY 12N XN .PTYA XOW N Sy X129 pr Do
NXIN ,O/X DX DXIN DX .INANA — DTN DV, NNNN yw/on
N VNS - NMpyn ny'on - NMwn DYTYN NV M X
PINY NN 1IAMNY RN DRI DTV RO XY NI D
"IN 109N XN 1N

MNZNA N S My Mt DRy Iv) N .omn,nnx"
IDNIX DX NNX DAY MN22

"Nnx"

B Lo P>l Ly

12'2/2 D721 DTV )"V 11 NNAA2 Va2 1"2277 2K 11330
2K/ TMOXAITA NNN2 22T Xor D2/ 19X 11210 N2V NP2
22271 1121200 1T X 12021 &IN5 ,JNX12 1T D0 0" TV
D102 W/OX)I1 , V91 09N 1IX WX 172V 1AA XIi . 1N 2K/
DX JZN21 2102 NN2 122 N2 "7 )80 193 12V X122
TN ANX 17, 00X D27IX 12X 120X U9 TN XN 11'2VA
12712V 210 12 W) 1°2V AN

o 1nan 10 meaY

, D155 NXM W e DX IKRIP IDTPNNY S'Nnnk 091D
2NNNY DRIV 1NIX OV A1PNIVEND 12yl XD DN DO
"9 Wy DIy NMNDY X2 NN .¥N2

VIR NN OMN 5 NOXY 1T .0NN%N NI, TRoRN T DA
"1 NP NV MO Y HY 2N 11OV

VITA NMAN TR X ,NINAY Nnsnn 613 -0 DNk Nt
D™MAK NTD% 27'Win NYID DX PN N DXN M9 Yy NINDY
".0YL TON DN INT.OWY NNMD X2 021X YIOND DMX NMDN

[CHC R DR

190 (U™ ,'D DMAT) "..N%Y NX NN XD LW SR en D"
,0'90 ,0' T S DN NNNN NOIX I NI¥NY 1"0N 1NN
Q10N NX QNXKIY D8N NINN 2009 XN 10T 9D 08yl
DN .DAMD T 0MAT NXRAM N2 T SV NNNSNA 1T NN
5"tN . 210N N NIX PPN VY1 NSYIN IR D20 XOH
DMX 12721 DNX S DNQ1IVA NN DY 120X DATRPN
DTN 2N )2 X2 .TNXR TN 199X 1NN X 0N .NTNY
NX DN XN D21 127N DN MK N XN DNAM V)

ansy

B s L P>l Ly

21077 9277 772 ITX 27N X291 DOWN NX 11123 N8I 1

7 027 D077 OX .N210 A2 2101220 0210 IXK 112
AVIA AT 17 02077 0012 122 DA NF A0 X DA DN
YV IN2I OIY/2 ,)aX 21712 O TR DNXYD NX270 OV92 . TXA
DX D07 DNXYD .07270 2V 1220 , ¥V 92V N2 IX 19!
N .025K N/AIN 102 1210 AT 00700 02 DNX X100 Y9N
NN DINNIY X1, 120213 X N2 1817

PTY DIPN

V10 NP9 N'AN MV DY 'O YD D10 NNK DXN XX

"?X1N NN .0"N,NNna”

".onnr o Ty"

".0"N ,TIXN NP X0 "

TN N% Dwan DY Y Myn DX NN OX X1 X"
NX D00 DTN T2 NXK TN N¥Y QXY DTy
T NNNX NMTY N92p 0 TVn Dpn 5510 17D uowNN
,DINND .75 1T 12X 2NN YT 9 5V T poo
OTYN Y DNNIN TN DA DTN DY " DWoIn
DIYN DX N8N NV DX TIXYD 091D 1N RD DRN
".N¥IN Or ONX D1pNA ,DMNXN DYTYN Y DY ,DNX 1N DNy
".0"N 7121 DoN xD TY"

mH O NX T NNMD JNNMTYY 0TV S Niv'o M 119 gr nyd"
,N¥IN NyN DX NNKIY NWION NIEZXIN DYDY 21MKND 1Y
,AMPN VDY I

_ nYony nyion

"NpN NIRIN

"N NN

N9 NNk NN
nyoY RN
NYIpY NX .Omawn
- PN Sy M XN
J1aN12N% yiInny No%n
NNXY Xy i
?NNN2NY wxn N
Finin) L 1 V2 11 Va | 7R V)
NNXRIN nyon
TRY  pIya N
— DTN 522 NN
TN MM :'DAr WK

M2 DNIX N
MRy pr1a pay
S5V X2nY  wpna

MMpn2 XY, DYRIN
,21010 NX¥Y Yy nhw
"IN M "y 0NN DN
"o

(Q"V ' NIdN) XNan X ;NN 2NoN DX AN ngp”
12X NX Q"N DX TN NN DX .OMNN N TV NN DNNIX
NTYN NMIN DTTYN NY¥IAPR DX 12N INXD P ,2M0N0 1IN
DTYN DN DM X OIX NP DMIERIN DTVnY
D TYN N¥IQP OX MaND T2 N Mn 020N DR DMIRN
ONAY WP YR P KD ,'DRr RO NAYY NIIWRIN
Y'Y NND1 N2 NNX DY ,DNMpY My8NXA TN N2 1arny
"IN X¥IN 1OX 2R DN'YN INYYN 1OX I/XD DRMYND
X100 MT2Y DX DN NNX nn MSyosnn x5n ax ,omn"
"0

"?N2WNN NN 22X ,XaX NN
NN NN2IN NN DX 129 1N ,NNN Y o )"ann”
X' DN NTIRAN LD DTV Xpar '09wnn 'onnn
XIN ,NNX 109N MATY ,0%1vn DD 09w NDrH 119 HOxY
TT2 2P D2 NI .NTN2 DN DTV NN9 NX QNDY
[0 7] 019X 2P PI0ON MR 90,0 TN DY (910'2D)
ny'os mnmxn? i 0Onny XN ('R ,A"D 0'Onn) oo,
nmnN "y 09N 11X NF PTAY NRRD PRy .amagn 0Tvn
N XD NaMva XN N1an 119 1M 1"an0n X ORIRN

72nnY% mnng mmo1n 7o

a?Vi1Y Npas

minY? w2 nyn 2373y 723
02 585 2216 :70%




	05Shoftim 2017.pdf
	05Shoftim heb 2017

