Kinder Torah.
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The Soft Touch

ﬂ\ the beginning of parashas Devarim,
the Torah recounts many of the sins of
the Jewish people. Oddly enough, it only
mentions the places where the sins oc-
curred, and not the sins themselves. Rashi
comments that the sins were not explicitly
stated in order to preserve the honor of
the Jewish people. Rav Chaim Shmuelev-
itz adds that although the sins were well
known, they were nonetheless only
hinted to. We learn from this to be very
careful not to hurt another’s feelings even
when we are correcting him. We also
learn this directly from Hashem. He killed
Bilaam’s donkey the day after the donkey
had spoken to Bilaam. Why? Because the
donkey had humiliated Bilaam. Although
Bilaam was a wicked person, Hashem
was nonetheless careful about his
honor.

Mat happens if we do not act with
kovod (respect) and we embarrass the
person? The gemora writes (Gittin 57a),
“Rebbi Elazar says, ‘Come and see how
great the power of embarrassment is.
Behold, Hashem assisted Bar Kamsa, de-
stroyed His house and burned His sanctu-
ary.”” Bar Kamsa was humiliated in public
when he was thrown out of a large fes-
tive meal. The great Rabbis of the time
were in attendance and they did not pro-
test his disgrace. Bar Kamsa took revenge
(and we see that Hashem helped him) by
informing to the Romans and thereby
causing the destruction of Jerusalem.

Kinderlach . . .

Whenever possible use the soft approach.
People can be sensitive, easily embar-
rassed, and easily hurt. Consider their feel-
ings at all times. Say things as nicely as
possible. Choose your words carefully.
Speak privately whenever possible. Do not
raise your voice unless absolutely neces-
sary. Be soft. Everyone will be anxious to
hear what you have to say.

Only These Word's

“S'lalom Aleichem D.B.! How are
you?”

“My good friend Yaakov! It is so good to
see you! It must be years since we've
been together. You look great! How are
the wife and family? Do you still have the
same job? | just got back from a fabulous
vacation. Let me tell you all about it.”

And so, D.B. tells his friend Yaakov all
about his vacation. He goes into great
details about the hotel, the food, the scen-
ery, and the tour guide. He rambles on for
about ten minutes. There is only one thing
that he forgets to say. He does not ask
Yaakov if he is interested in hearing about
his vacation. Finally, he finishes.

“What do you think of that Yaakov?”
“l am very impressed. You asked me
about my job, D.B...”

Without hesitation, D.B. interrupts Yaa-
kov.

“Job? | have a fantastic job! Let me tell
you all about it. | work for a man who is
so kind and generous...”

“nese are the words which Moshe
spoke to all Yisrael...” (Devarim 1:1). The
Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh relates that this
verse hints to the Gemora — Yuma 19b.
“One who speaks ordinary (non-Torah)
words transgresses a positive mitzvah, as
the verse states (Devarim 6:7), ‘And you
will speak of them [words of Torah] —
and not other words.” This Gemora
teaches us that we have permission to
speak only words of Torah and Yiras
Shamayim (Fear of Heaven). Any other
words are forbidden. The verse informs
us that THESE words, Sefer Devarim,
were the only words that Moshe Rabbe-
inu spoke from his own initiative all the
days of his life. All of his other speeches

D.B. proceeds to

Yak, yak, yak,
yak, yak, yak,
yak...

and conversations were words that

Hashem commanded him to say. What

is the content of these words (Sefer

Devarim)? They are all Divrei Torah,
wisdom, and mussar. Therefore, Moshe
Rabbeinu fulfilled the directive,
“vi'dibarta bam,” speak only them (Divrei
Torah), and not devarim bitalim.

talk all about his job, his co-workers, the
company, and its products. Yaakov stands
by, listening quietly and patiently. After
ten minutes, D.B. finishes.

“It’s great to have a great job, isn’t it Ya-
akov?”

By now, Yaakov is a bit afraid to say any-
thing. He may trigger off another ten
minute talking spurt. He thinks carefully
and replies with a seemingly harmless re-
sponse.

“Yes, D.B.”

“The only thing better than a good job is
good health. Let me tell you all about my
doctor and my health plan...”

And so, it happens again. D.B. speaks for
fifteen minutes about the health plan, the
doctors, the clinics, and the various ail-
ments of each one of his family members.
Yaakov is treated to a real test of his pa-
tience and listening ability. Finally, it is
over.

“l really must go now, D.B. It has been
great chatting with you. May 1 just ask
you one question before we part?”

“Sure, Yaakov.”

“What do your initials D.B. stand for?”
“Devarim Bitalim” (useless words).
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Kinderlach . . .

Proper speech is a skill. Like any other
sRill, it takes time and practice to acquire.
What should we say, and what should we
not say? Try opening the conversation
with an interesting halacha, or an inspir-
ing story about our Gedolim. See how the
other person reacts. You can cheer up a
person who is down. Almost everyone
appreciates words of chizuk. Some people
need to be listened to. Let them do the
talking. Others prefer silence. A nod or a
smile is enough for them. It all depends on
the person and the situation. What should
you never do? Speak devarim bitalim.
What are devarim bitalim? Words with no
purpose. One who speaks devarim bitalim
is wasting the most precious gift that
Hashem gave him — the gift of speech.
Every word is more valuable than a pre-
cious gem. Spend them carefully, as you
would money. Which words are not
devarim bitalim? Divrei mitzvah. If some-
thing is troubling you, it is a mitzvah to
tell your parents, teacher, or Rabbi. If you
have a problem, a difficult situation, or
need advice, it is a mitzvah to talk it over
with someone who can help you. If you
are down, it is a mitzvah to unburden
your soul to someone who cares about
you. These are not devarim bitalim at all,
rather they are divrei mitzvah. Which
words should you speak? Only THESE
words — Torah, mussar, chizuk, divrei mitz-
vah, and Yiras Shamayim.

Please direct all inquiries concerning
this publication to (02) 585-2216.

parashas Devorim
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