Kinder Torah.
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Stop the Fight

6,
l-lello, Abba.”

“What's the matter Avi? You look sad.”

“l am sad, Abba. | am involved in a
machlokes (dispute). 1 don’t remember
how | got into it, and | don’t know how
to get out of it. Can you help me, Abba?”
“l can try, Avi. First, | must compliment
you for wanting to stop the machlokes.
You are saving yourself from many big
aveyros (sins). Anyone who intentionally
prolongs or escalates a machlokes violates
the commandment, “Do not be like
Korach and his congregation’ (Bamidbar
17:5). They started a terrible machlokes,
which caused untold destruction in Klal
Yisrael.”

“Oy vey.”

“The sefer Eved HaMelech explains that
machlokes is a very very big iniquity.
Fighting brings a person to transgress
many many positive and negative com-
mandments. Therefore, he should be very
careful to distance himself from a foolish
argument. If he finds himself involved in
an argument, as you are, he should try to
stop it by humbling himself and seeking
peace with his opponents. He should not
hate them, curse them, speak loshon hora
against them, or do anything bad to
them. Rather he should realize that the
machlokes is all a punishment for his
aveyros.”

“Really, Abba?”

“Yes, Avi. He should look deep into his
deeds, identify his sins, and correct them.
He should try to be good to his oppo-
nents, in any way that he can. Lastly, he
should pray to Hashem for rachmonus
(Heavenly mercy). If he does this, an
amazing thing will happen; his opponents
will disappear.”

“Wow. That’s it? It sounds so easy,
Abba.”

“It is, if you are sincere, Avi. As the verse
states, ‘It is not in heaven . . . nor is it
across the sea . . . Rather the matter is
very near to you — in your mouth and
your heart — to perform it’ (Devarim
30:12-14). One explanation is that this
verse is referring to teshuva. It is very
close and easy to accomplish. You make
your effort, and Hashem will give you
Siyata Di’'shmaya (Heavenly assistance),
and you will succeed. Avi, may your
machlokes vanish into thin air.”

“Amen!”

Kinderlach . . .

Never, never, never get involved in a
senseless machlokes. Never. Be easy going,
patient, and understanding. Smile and
speak nicely to people. You will save your-
self from many, many aveyros. If you are
fighting, stop. Humble yourself, seek
peace, be kind to your enemies, do te-
shuva, and pray to Hashem. Remember,
anyone can start a machlokes; however, it
takes a big person to stop one. Be a big
person. Stop the fight.

A Good Wife

66,

G-naim. | have great news — a simcha
in our family!”
“What is it, Avi?”
“My brother got engaged today!”
“Mazel tov! That is wonderful! 1 am sure
that his kallah is a genuine Aishes Chayil
(Woman of Valor).”
“B’ezras Hashem, Chaim. We were just
learning about the subject of good and
bad wives in our parashas ha’shavuah
class. We have examples of both in the
story of Korach.”
“Please tell me about it.”
“The Gemora (Sanhedrin 109-110) ex-
plains how On Ben Peles’ wife saved him
from the death of Korach’s group. She
reasoned with him, ‘Why join Korach in
this machlokes? If Moshe wins, you will
follow him. If Korach wins, you can fol-
low him.” On Ben Peles, however, could
not follow her advice because he had
already joined the
deliberations, and had sworn
to come if they called him.”
“Oy vey. What did his wife
do to save him?”
“She knew that Korach's ~~
men would not approach a
woman who was not tsnuah
(properly clothed). She gave her
husband wine until he became
drunk. She then sat at the
entrance of the tent and let
down her hair. Anyone who
came to call her husband saw
her, would not approach her, and
turned back.”
“What an Aishes Chayil!”
“She was a special woman. Korach’s wife,
on the other hand, incited him to start
the rebellion that caused his destruction.
‘Look at what Moshe did!’ she exclaimed.
‘He became the king. Then he made his
brother the high priest, and his nephews
the deputy priests. He ruled that trumah
must be given to the priests, and the
Leviim must give one tenth of their
maaser to the priests. He shaved all of the
hair off of your body and mocked you as
if you were crazy.””
“What she did was terrible, Avil”
“Right, Chaim. Korach listened to her,
and began his slide down to the pit of
infamy.”
“A good wife can save her husband’s life,
and a bad one can ruin it.”
“Right. May we all merit marrying good
wives.”
“Amen.”

Young man, what is your goal in life? To
marry an Aishes Chayil and treat her like a
queen. While you are single, perfect your
middos (character traits) and become the
refined person that an Aishes Chayil will
want to marry. Choose a wonderful wife
and be kind to her in every possible way.
You will both grow and reach the highest
spiritual heights. May you all merit build-
ing a bayis ne’eman (faithful home)
b’Yisrael.

Smarter Than Smart

’.low could Korach start an uprising

against Moshe Rabbeinu? Who would

join him? They would kill him on the

spot. Was he a fool? The Ohr HaChaim

HaKadosh explains that Korach was a

very smart person. His plan was carefully

thought out and executed. The verse re-

lates his lineage, “Korach the son of Yitz-

har, the son of Kehas, the son of

Levi” (Bamidbar 16:1). Yitzhar

"~ was the oldest son of Kehas.

/ The two younger sons of Kehas

would not have the

- chutzpah to speak against

him because his father was the

oldest. Kehas was the most

prominent of the three sons of

Levi. They tended to the holiest

part of the Mishkan. Korach

himself was one of the bearers

of the Aron Kodesh (Holy Ark).

The other two sons would not

dare to speak out against him. Levi

was the most distinguished tribe. No one

would contradict them in front of Moshe
Rabbeinu.

“K - -
orach took (himself) along with
Dasan and Aviram” (Bamidbar 16:1).
They were the leaders of the tribe of
Reuven, Yaakov’s firstborn son. Korach
cleverly gathered all of this prestige on his
side and stood before Moshe Rabbeinu.
However, he was so smart that he out-
smarted himself. “You shall be whole-
hearted with Hashem” (Devarim 18:13).
The Pele Yoatz explains that a person
should not resort to trickery and corrup-
tion to get his way. Rather, he should
walk in perfect faith with Hashem.

Kinderlach . . .

Bas Yisrael (Daughter of Israel) - what is
your goal in life? To be an Aishes Chayil.
While you are single, perfect your middos
(character traits) and become the warm
and caring person that a good young man
will want to marry. Choose a wonderful
husband and help him grow to become a
big tsaddik!

Kinderlach . . .

Don’t outsmart yourselves. “I know that |
must be in school on time. However, if |
sleep 30 minutes late, | can skip parts of
the morning prayers, gulp down break-
fast, say Bircas HaMazone while | am run-
ning to school, and sneak in the back
way. If | get caught, | can use the note
that my mother wrote last week.” You
may think that you are so smart because
you thought out such a clever plan. How-
ever, is this the right way to go to school?
Hashem wants us to do things the straight
way. Use your intelligence for learning
Torah, not to outsmart the rules.

Please direct all inquiries concerning
this publication to (02) 585-2216.

parashas Korach

All rights reserved to the author.
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