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Security Service
R ng ring.

“Hello, are you Mr. Glick?”

“Yes.”

“This is Mr. Swindler from the state lot-
tery. | have great news for you.”

“Yes. What is it?”

“Congratulations! You have won the state
lottery. You are a millionaire.”

“What? A millionaire? | don’t believe it!”
“Believe it. Come to our office tomorrow
to collect your prize.”

“This is fantastic!”

Mr. Glick is so excited. This is a dream
come true. He does not hesitate to tell his
wife and all of his friends. Early the next
day, the phone rings.

“Hello, are you Mister Glick?”

“Yes.”

“This is the IRS calling. | understand that
you just won a million dollars in the state
lottery.”

“That is correct.”

“l must inform you that this prize puts
you into the 70% tax bracket. Therefore
you will have to pay $750,000 to the
IRS.”

“What! That is highway robbery!”

“I'm sorry sir. This is not robbery, this is
the law. Our collectors will be coming by
tomorrow.”

Mr. Glick does not sleep well that night.
He tosses and turns, thinking about the
IRS. Suddenly, he hears footsteps. He gets
up and is terrified to find to thieves in his
house. They had heard that he won the
lottery, and came looking for cash and
other valuables.

“Oy vey vey, vey vey, vey vey,” Mr. Glick
thinks. “This lottery is not a dream come
true. It is a nightmare. What good is all
that money if | cannot hold on to it? Oy
vey vey, vey vey, vey vey,”
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Mﬂy Hashem bless you and keep
you” (Bamidbar 6:24). This is the first of
three blessings that the Kohanim bless the
people of Israel. The first part of the
benediction asks directly for Hashem’s
blessings. This is a straightforward request.
Is there anyone who does not want the
blessings of health, prosperity, and chil-
dren? The second half is a bit more subtle.
What good is wealth if you cannot keep
it? Rashi explains that one who gives a
present to his servant cannot guard the
gift. Robbers can come along and take it.
What pleasure does he get from a gift like
that? Just like the lottery winner in our
story. However, the Almighty’s blessings
are complete. He gives you a gift, and He
guards it for you. As the verse states,

“May Hashem bless you and keep you.”

Kinderlach . . .

We hear the three blessings of the Ko-
hanim every morning. The Ateres Zi-
kaynim on the Shulchan Auruch relates
that the congregation should have kavan-
nah (intention) to receive the blessings.
This is an opportunity to contemplate
Hashem's greatness. He is able to shower
us with all good things. Moreover, He is
able to guard them. We can enjoy them
without fear that they will be taken away.
Kinderlach, may Hashem always continue
to bless you and keep you.

@1 'S j@ﬂ@j

Purify Yourself

66
’/ou shall not contaminate your camp,

which | dwell among you” (Bamidbar
5:3). The Jewish people were com-
manded to send all people who had be-
come tomei (impure) out of the camp.
The encampment would then become
purified. A camp that was pure, was then
ready for the next step — holiness. “Your
camp shall be holy” (Devarim 23:15).
Hashem can dwell in a camp that is holy.

7l.1e Shelah HaKadosh compares the
purity of the camp to the purity of the
individual Jew. There were three divisions
in the encampment in the desert, the sec-
tion of the Kohanim, the Leviim, and the
other tribes. Similarly, there are three sec-
tions of the person. The mind must be
purified of improper thoughts. The heart
must be cleansed of bad feelings. A person
must have a pure and good heart. The
stomach and intestines must not eat or
digest impure food. In this way, a person
will be purified, and be able to accept the
Shechina (Divine Presence).

Kinderlach . . .

Purifying ourselves is a very high
madrayga (spiritual level). It can be the
work of a lifetime. Let us begin when we
are young, and it will be much easier. Try
not to let stray thoughts come into your
heads when you are learning or praying.
Keep your eyes away from things that you
should not see. Try not to think badly of
anyone. The next step is your hearts. Have
good feelings toward every Jew. We are
all brothers, descended from the same
father — Yaakov Avinu. Love your fellow
Jews. Love yourself. Lastly, do not eat
anything that is not kosher. Even among
kosher foods, only eat food that will keep
you strong and healthy. Overeating is bad
for you both physically and spiritually.
These are lofty goals, but we Jews are a
lofty people. We can succeed.

Self Control

“ﬁmat's it! I've had it! | am fed up with
my bad middos (character traits). 1 am
going to do something about them. From
this moment onward, | will never be-
come angry again.”

Avi’s mother smiles warmly.

“That is very admirable, Avi dear. How-
ever, do you think it is really practical? A
bad middah has become habitual. Bad
habits do not vanish overnight. They take
time to break.”

“You're right, Imma. What shall | do? 1
want so badly to get rid of this anger.”
“Take a tip from the nozir, Avi. The nozir
took a vow to refrain from wine prod-
ucts, haircuts, and tomei mes (impurity
from contact with a dead body). The
Sforno (Bamidbar 6:2) explains that as a
result of this, he was able to control his
desires and break his habit of indulgence
in worldly pleasures.”

“Imma, there are so many worldly pleas-
ures besides wine and haircuts. How
would these small gestures help him?”
“Excellent question, Avi. The Sforno con-
tinues. The nozir should not go to an
extreme by fasting and separating himself
from the pleasures of eating completely.
That would weaken his body, and he
would not be able to serve Hashem.
Rather, refraining from just wine will
reduce his desires considerably, and leave
him strong to serve The Creator.”

“The nozir cut back a little and learned
how to control himself. That gave him
the strength to continue.”

“Precisely, Avi. That is what you should
do. Choose one half-hour of the day
when you will not become angry. You
can manage that. It will give you the skill
and confidence you need to expand that
time period. Pretty soon you will be
calm, cool, and collected all day.”
“B’ezrat Hashem, Imma.”

“Amen, Avi.”

Kinderlach . . .

Now is the time to learn to control your-
selves. Develop good habits. Eat one less
piece of candy. Wear those old shoes that
are still in good condition. Eat Imma’s
dinner even if it is not your favorite food.
Let someone go before you in line. Give
up your comfortable seat on the bus.
These are all small sacrifices. They lead to
big things. Good middos. Don’t be a slave
to the pleasures of the world. Control
yourselves.

Please direct all inquiries concerning
this publication to (02) 585-2216.

parashas Nasso

All rights reserved to the author.
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