I{inder Torah

Parashas Tetzavch

For Glory and Splendor

“S .

halom Chaim! How was school to-
day?”

“Fantastic,c Abba! We learned the
parashas ha’shavuah and have a home-
work assignment about the Bigdei Kehuna
(priestly garments).”

“That is a very important and relevant
subject, Chaim.”

“Relevant? In what way, Abba? How
does the clothing that the Kohanim wore
while performing the avodah in the Beis
HaMikdash over 2000 years ago, affect
our lives today?”

“Let us look into the subject Chaim, and
we will see. The fourth verse in the
parasha states, ‘You (Moshe) shall make
holy garments for Aaron your
brother, for glory and splendor’
(Shemos 28:2).”

“This needs some explanation,
Abba. The Torah praises the
middah of humility. We are not
supposed to look for glory and
splendor. How is it that the
Kohen Godol, a wvery holy
person, wore clothing whose
purpose was apparently the
opposite of humility?”

“Excellent question, Chaim. To
answer that question, we have
to look a little more deeply into
the meaning of glory and
splendor. The Ramban
illuminates this subject with an
extensive explanation. The first
point is to understand is that the
Bigdei Kehuna were dignified.
They were the type of clothing worn by
kings in the times of the Torah. He cites
several examples: the robe, the crown,
and the breastplate were all royal garb.”
“There can be no person more dignified
than a leader of Klal Yisrael.”

“Precisely, Chaim. That dignity, glory,
and splendor that he personifies are not
his, rather Hashem’s. He is the Almighty’s
representative in this world; therefore, he
must exemplify his Master’s qualities.
Aharon HaKohen performed the Divine
service in the Mishkan — the place where
the Shechina (Divine Presence) rested. His
clothing had to reflect the honor and the
splendor of the holy place and its sancti-
fied service. The structure and kelim (ves-
sels) of the Mishkan and its successor the
Beis HaMikdash were magnificent, as was
appropriate for the Shechina. Therefore,
the Kohen Godol, the leader of the ser-
vice, had to garb himself in the same
splendor.”

“l see, Abba. The honor of the Bigdei

Kehuna were not for the Kohen, rather
they were for Hashem. Now, what about
the other question, Abba. How are they
relevant today?”

“We do not have the Beis HaMikdash,
the Divine Service, nor the Kohen Godol
in our days, Chaim; therefore we do not
have the Bigdei Kehuna. However, we do
serve Hashem in our own way. We go to
the Beis HaKinesses three times a day to
pray. We sit in the Beis HaMedrash and
learn Hashem’s holy Torah. We serve
Hashem with all of our actions; our walk-
ing, eating, working, and speech are all
li'shaim shomayim (for the sake of
Heaven). We try to make a Kiddush
Hashem (sanctification of the Holy
Name) in all of our deeds. Why? Because
we are the Almighty’s spokesmen in this
world. We are His chosen nation.
Therefore, ~we  must  dress
appropriately to fit our exalted
status. Our garb must also be for
glory and splendor, befitting the
representatives of the King of kings,

the Holy One Blessed be He.”
“Are you speaking about
dressing tsnuah, Abba?”

“Yes, Chaim. This is an

obligation upon men as well as
women. It is much more than
just a combination of rules of
dress. It is an outward
expression of ones inner self. It is
showing the world, Hashem,
and ourselves that we are
people with dignity and self-
respect. We are not drawn
mindlessly after the latest fashion
trends. Rather, we dress in the
timeless style of clothes that reflect the
holiness of the soul, and do not draw
attention to the physical. A tsnuah person
is recognized as the paragon of noble
humility, a servant of the Almighty in all
of his ways.”

“What a great honor, Abba!”

“Yes, Chaim. It is indeed a unique privi-
lege to wear the royal garb of Hashem’s
holy nation.”

7
Kinderlach . . .

N\

What do our clothes say? They say who
we are — how we present ourselves. Who
are we? A Ringdom of priests and a holy
nation. We are Hashem’s chosen people,
who strive to serve Him. Just as the Ko-
hanim wore special garments for their
avodah (service), so too we dress apart
from the other nations of the world. We
are Hashem’s holy servants and we dress
as such. Kinderlach, recognize your ex-

Better Than Gold

(11
The Torah of Your mouth is better

than thousands of gold and silver” (Tehil-
lim 119:72). Most people hold gold and
silver in high regard. They spend huge
amounts of time and effort amassing
great fortunes of wealth. Something that
is worth such a large investment must be
valuable. Dovid HaMelech is telling us
that Torah is more precious. Rabbeinu
Bechaye illustrates two proofs from this
week’s parasha.

(11
They shall take for you pure pressed

olive oil for lighting the eternal light”
(Shemos 27:20). The first drop of pure oil
that comes out of the olive is for the Me-
norah in the Beis HaMikdash. That Me-
norah represents Torah. The remaining oil
from the olive is used in the Mincha
(grain) offerings, which are eaten. Nor-
mally, a person who has two grades of
oil will put the better quality into his
food, and save the lesser quality for light-
ing his lamps. The Torah instructs us to do
the opposite. We must save our best oil
for the lamp, which represents Torah.
That is the highest priority. The lesser
grade oil can then be used for food.

(11
Set in gold, they shall be mounted”

(Shemos 28:20). The precious stones of
the Choshen (Breastplate) were set in
gold mountings. Written on the stones
were the Hebrew letters of the names of
the tribes. This shows us that the Torah is
more valuable than gold and jewels. The
gold is used as a basis to mount the jew-
els. Therefore, the jewels are more valu-
able than the gold. However, the jewels
themselves are only a basis to the letters
of the Torah! They are more valuable
than everything. The world was created
with these Hebrew letters. Therefore,
everything is contained within them.
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Put your best efforts into learning. Just as
we give our best, purest oil to the Meno-
rah, give your Torah learning your best
efforts. You will be rewarded with a profit
whose value is too great to be counted. A
smart businessman will tell you to do the
work that brings you the most profit. If you
can earn gold instead of silver, take the job
that pays gold. Precious stones are an even
better wage. What is the most valuable
thing you can acquire? Torah. More pre-
cious than gold, silver, and diamonds.
Work hard learning Torah. You will be-

kalted status, and dress appropriately.

kcome wealthy beyond your wildest dreams.)
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