I er |
K \ nAcdharei Mos Kedosh?n ra h ©

Dedicated in Loving Memory of Avigdor Ben Avraham and Breina Chaya Bas Efraim
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Groffman z”l « Yahrtzeit 49~ ’'n

Your King and Queen

w
This line is moving so slowly, Avi.”

“l know, Chaim. However, it is worth-
while to have patience. After all we are
going to see a real live king and queen.”
“Can you believe it? It is very rare in our
world. However, the foreign king and
queen are visiting our country, and they
have decided to receive the public. We
may never have such an opportunity.
Look, we are at the head of the line.”

The guard motions to Avi and Chaim.
“You may enter the king’s chambers.”

Avi and Chaim slowly walk in. The king
and queen are surrounded by servants
who are ready and waiting to fulfill their
command. “Bring the queen a glass of
cold water,” the king says to a servant.
The subject practically runs to the next
room, and within a few seconds comes
back with a crystal pitcher of ice water
and a glass on a silver tray. Avi and Chaim
are speechless. The awe and splendor that
surround the royal couple is a moving
experience. Everyone speaks to the king
and queen with such reverence. They wait
anxiously to fulfill their commands. Noth-
ing gives them greater pleasure. To go
against their will, or cause them tsar (dis-
comfort) in any way is unthinkable.
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Every man shall fear his mother and
father (Vayikra 19:3).” Rav Shmuel
Hominer, in his sefer, Eved HaMelech
describes the mitzvah of revering our
mother and father. One should equate his
father and mother to a king and queen.
He should be extremely afraid of going
against their will. Rather, everything that
they tell him to do should be fulfilled like
the word of the king who rules over him.
It should be fulfilled perfectly, down to
the last detail. Why? Because The Al-
mighty commanded him to do so. One
who causes tsar to his father or mother is
considered as if he gave tsar to Hashem.

Kinderlach . . .

We love our parents and they love us very
much. We live together in the same home.
Therefore, it may be easy to forget the
mitzvah of fearing them, because we are
so comfortable with them. Do not make
this mistake. Hashem commanded you to
fear them. Stand up for them. Do not in-
terrupt them. Obey their instructions and
requests. Do not cause them tsar in any
way. They are not just anybody. They are
your father and mother - the king and
queen of your lives.

The Spice of Life

u

Imma, can you please pass the pota-
toes?”
“My pleasure, Avi.”

“They sure are delicious, Imma.”

“l spiced them especially for you, Avi.
Potatoes are nutritious. They give your
body the energy and vitamins it needs to
keep going. | wanted you to eat them;
therefore | made them very tasty.”

“Are they more nutritious when they are
tasty, Imma?”

“Not at all, Avi. The food gets broken
down in the digestive system. The nutri-
ents then reach the blood system. The
taste is gone. By the time the heart re-
ceives energy from the food, it makes no
difference whatsoever what the taste
was.”

“Imma, that is amazing. It almost parallels
the subject of our parashas ha’shavuah
class.”

“lI would really like to hear the connec-
tion, Avi.”

“Rav  Yerucham Levovitz,
the Mashgiach of the Mirrer
Yeshiva has an illuminating
explanation of the verse,
‘Carry out My laws and
safeguard My decrees to
follow them’ (Vayikra 18:4).
The prohibitions against
stealing and murder are the
type of laws that the seichel
(common sense) would
dictate. These are called
mishpatim. Eating kosher,
not wearing shaatnez (a
mixture of wool and
linen), and other decrees of
this sort are beyond human
understanding. They are called chukim.
When one begins to learn Torah in
depth, he delves into the reasons behind
the mishpatim. Eventually, he comes to a
verse, or a tradition upon which the law
is based. We must observe the law be-
cause Hashem commanded us to do so.
Therefore, even the mishpatim are ulti-
mately chukim. What is the difference
between the two? Hashem gave a taam
(reason) to the mishpatim, so that we will
have a sweet taam (spice) when we learn
them. He wanted us to enjoy our Torah
learning; therefore he gave some of the
mitzvos taamim.”

w
That is fascinating, Avi. | see the paral-

lel. Hashem’s 613 mitzvos are ‘spiritual
nourishment’ for our souls. Each one
feeds a different section. They provide
necessary nourishment, regardless of their
taam. However, The Almighty, in His
infinite kindness, gave some of them a
taam. Therefore, when we learn about
them, we get pleasure, in the same way
that the tasty food gives pleasure to our
palate.”

“That is exactly what Rav Yerucham says,
Imma.”

“Avi please let me share with you another
insight that Abba once heard from an
Odom Godol (Torah Giant). The Gemora
(Kiddushin 30b) states, ‘l created the yet-
zer hora and | created the Torah as its
tavlin.’ The word tavlin normally means

spice; however, it is translated in this con-
text as antidote. The yetzer hora is like a
disease and the Torah is like its antidote.
This explanation begs a question. If the
Gemora meant antidote, why did it not
write the word trufah (medicine)? It used
an inappropriate word — tavlin.”
“What an insightful question!”
“Yes. The Odom Gadol gave an electrify-
ing answer. The yetzer hora makes the
lowly pleasures of olam haze (this world)
look so tantalizing. He shows us riches,
luxuries, and technologies that are be-
yond belief. He says, ‘You can have it all.
Just put your time and energy into acquir-
ing possessions here, and forget about
olam habo.” He has strong arguments.
‘You have a lot of time until you get to
olam habo. Who knows what it will
really be like over there? Maybe it does
not exist at all. | am offering
you pleasure here and now.
Take it!” How can the yetzer
hatov answer these claims?
They are so strong. The yetzer
hora’s ‘reward’ is tangible,
here and now. Therefore, the
yetzer hatov needs a special
weapon — Torah. The Torah
is pure emmes. Only it can
stand up to the lies of the
yetzer hora. However, even
the Torah alone is not
enough. It must have a
sweet taste to it. Learning
Torah will fend off the
yetzer hora, however, what
if learning is not pleasurable? How can it
match the yetzer hora’s delights? There-
fore, Hashem made the Torah tavlin. He
made it delicious. He made Torah learn-
ing the sweetest thing in the world. One
who learns Torah properly has no appe-
tite for the puny pleasures of the yetzer
hora. They are worthless in comparison
to the sweetness of understanding a Tosa-
fos. Answering a difficult question on the
Rambam is more exhilarating than skiing
down the Swiss Alps. What does the yet-
zer hora have to offer? Nothing!!! That is
the tavlin of the Torah. That is the spice
of life.”

Kinderlach . . .

Do you want to taste something yummy?
What is your favorite sweet? Cake? Cook-
ies? Chocolate? Ice cream? Hashem has
something that is far sweeter than all of
these things. Torah. Although all of His
mitzvos are ultimately true just because He
commanded them, He gave some of them
taam. We get pleasure using our seichel to
figure out their laws and nuances. That
pleasure — the sweetness that comes with
learning Torah — is the antidote to the
trickery of the yetzer hora. He tells us to
eat cookies all day, wasting our time and
energy on the delights of this world. We
answer him, “Cookies?!? Yuck! They taste
terrible compared to the sweetness of the
Torah!” Enjoy the best treat, kinderlach —
Torah — the spice of life.
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