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Remember the
Consequences

u
I will be rewarded for every mitzvah

that | do, and | will be punished for every
aveyra. Every mitzvah has a reward and
every aveyra has a punishment. Reward
for the mitzvos; punishment for the avey-
ros.”

“Chaim, you are repeating yourself.”

“l know, Abba. | am trying to remember
something very important. Each mitzvah
has its reward and each aveyra has its
punishment. It is easy to forget this prin-
ciple, therefore | am repeating it many
times to remember it.”

“That is a very good idea, Chaim. Do you
realize that the Torah recognized this
problem over 3000 years ago?”

“Really, Abba? In what way?”
“Korbonos. Sefer Vayikra begins by dis-
cussing the offerings that were brought
on the mizbeach in the Mishkan and
the Beis HaMikdash. Many
meforshim elaborate on the
reasons behind these sacrifices.
The Ramban illuminates the
discussion by referring to
the point that you are
trying to remember.”
“Please tell me about it, Abba.”

11}
M/ith pleasure, Chaim. A person’s

deeds are a product of thought, speech,
and action. If he commits an aveyra, chas
v’shalom (Heaven forbid), he brings a
korbon as an atonement. He rests his
hands (semicha) on the head of the ani-
mal to recall the sinful action that he did
with his hands. He verbally confesses, to
atone for the sinful words that he spoke.
Finally, he burns the internal organs,
which are the organs of thought and de-
sire. The limbs, which represent his hands
and feet that did the aveyros, are also
consumed by the fire. The blood of the
sacrifice is poured on the mizbeach, to
remind the sinner that his blood, and not
the blood of the korbon, should have
been spilled. Hashem, with infinite kind-
ness, accepted a substitute (so to speak).
He allowed the sinner to live, and receive
a kapora (atonement) with this korbon.”
“That is amazing, Abba. Hashem is so
kind.”

“Yes, Chaim. It is plain to see that the
same korbon which provided a kapora
for past mistakes, also served as a re-
minder of the punishment for aveyros
and a deterrent against future sins. When
a person sees an animal die for his mis-
takes, he realizes the severe consequences
of committing an aveyra. This serves as a
reminder to him of the punishments for
sins. So you see, Chaim, even in the times
of the Mishkan, people needed to be
reminded of sechar (reward), and onesh

(punishment) for mitzvos and aveyros.”

11}
The reminder was much more vivid,

Abba. Bringing a korbon to the mizbeach
was a real-life experience. It took time,
money, thought, and effort.”
“True, Chaim. Even today, we can gain
some of the benefits of those korbonos
by learning about them. We can experi-
ence sacrificing a korbon by making it
come alive when we learn about it in the
Beis HaMedrash. We can incorporate the
korbonos into our morning and after-
noon tefillos. We can use Hashem’s
proven method to remind us of the con-
sequences of aveyros.”
“Thank you so much, Abbal! | never real-
ized that there was so much to be gained
from sacrifices. It is not a
sacrifice at all, rather an
» opportunity to
grow and
close to Hashem.”
“Excellent Chaim! That
is the root of the word
korbon — ‘karov’ - to
come close. A korbon
provides a kapora, wiping away
the sin. One who is free of sin is
closer to Hashem. He also has a
reminder and motivator not to repeat his
sin. That promotes an even more intimate
relationship with the Almighty. We have
so much to gain from korbonos.”
“Thank you, Abba! With your help, | feel
closer to Hashem already!”
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Kinderlach . ..

We all need reminders to remember the
important things in life. Reward and pun-
ishment is one of the foundations of Torah
and mitzvos. How do we remember this?
With korbonos. They are a re-enactment
of the aveyra, reminding the sinner of the
terrible consequences that he has been
spared. Only Hashem’s unlimited chessed
allows him to substitute the animal and
receive an atonement. Learn about these
korbonos, kinderlach. Use them to remind
yourself of the consequences of aveyros.
B’ezras Hashem, this will prevent you from
sinning, and bring you much closer to The
Holy One, Blessed Be He. Remember the
consequences.
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That is a pretty far jump from taking

little Moishie for a walk to the korbonos
in the Beis HaMikdash, Imma.”

“It may seem far fetched Sari, but | will
explain. The Torah (Vayikra 1:9) describes
the Korbon Olah as having a rayach
nichoach (pleasing aroma) for Hashem.”
“Why does Hashem want or need a
pleasing aroma Imma?”

“Excellent question, Sari. The answer be-
gins with Rashi who explains that rayach
nichoach really means nachas ruach.
Hashem gets pleasure (so to speak) from
the korbon.”

“In what way, Imma?”

u
In a similar way that your walk with

Moishie gives me nachas ruach. Hashem
gave us a Torah with 613 ways to serve
Him. They are called the mitzvos. Why?
Does He need our service? Of course not.
He is perfect, complete, and lacks noth-
ing. Rather, He wants to bestow good
upon us. Therefore, He gave us 613 ways
to improve ourselves and thereby grow
closer to Him. The Beer Yitzchak explains
that when we follow His wishes, Hashem
is pleased (so to speak) in two ways.
Firstly, we followed His Will. This allows
Him to be good to us and draw us closer
to Him. Secondly, He can now give us
schar (reward) for fulfilling His Wishes.
His greatest pleasure (so to speak) is to
bestow good upon His creations. We
have given Him the opportunity to do
that by serving Him properly. That is the
rayach nichoach.”

“That is truly beautiful, Imma. Now I
think | understand how my walk with
Moishie fits into the picture.”

“How, Sari?”

“You asked me to take Moishie out be-
cause it is good for me. | am learning
how to take care of little children. This
will help me to be a better Imma with my
own children, B’ezras Hashem. You get
nachas because | am fulfilling your wishes,
doing something good for me.”
“Excellent, Sari. Now | can give you an-
other reward. A nice big hug and kiss. 1
love you Sari. You are a wonderful
daughter.”

“l love you too, Imma.”

Nachas Ruach

ari, How was your walk with little
Moishie?”
“Wonderful, Imma. First, | took him to
the park. | played with him; | hugged
him, and kissed him. Then | took him for
a little walk in the forest. We saw a tor-
toise, deer, and many beautiful flowers
and trees. He was fascinated.”
“l am so proud of you, Sari. You give me
such nachas ruach. You remind me of the
korbonos (sacrifices) in the Beis HaMikdash.”

Kinderlach . . .

Hashem does everything for us. He feeds
us, clothes us, He sustains our lives. He cre-
ated a whole world for us to enjoy. What
can we ever do to repay Him? How can
we give back some of the pleasure that He
has given us? By doing his mitzvos. This is
our avodah (service) nowadays, when we
do not have korbonos. Do every mitzvah
with all of your heart. Hashem will bring
you close to Him, and reward you with
unimaginable schar. That gives Him nachas
ruach. That is His rayach nichoach.
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