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Don't Believe It

u
Mendy, don’t ever sit next to Moishe

during a test in class. He cheats by look-
ing at other people’s papers.”

“Yitzy, I'm surprised at you! That’s
Loshon Hora!”

“But it’s true.”

“That’s exactly what Loshon Hora is
Yitzy. A true derogatory statement about
someone. If it were false, it would be
called motzi shaim ra. How do you know
that it is true, anyway?”

“l saw Doni telling his friend that Moishe
was a cheater. Moishe was standing right
there and he did not say anything to de-
fend himself. Therefore it must be true.”
“Yitzy, I'm afraid that you have fallen
into the trap of believing Loshon Hora.
The Chofetz Chaim writes about this in
chapter 7:b of his book, ‘Chofetz Chaim.’
He says that silence of the accused person
is no proof for the truth of the statement.
Perhaps he knew that he would not be
believed if he spoke up. Or, perhaps he is
a quiet person by nature that does not
like to fight. Or he may choose to be
quiet in order to receive the tremendous
blessing reserved for those who are in-
sulted and do not answer back.”

“l see Mendy. What’s wrong with believ-
ing Loshon Hora anyway?”

“The Chofetz Chaim writes about that
also. The source of the prohibition against
believing loshon hora is a verse in this
week's parasha. ‘Do not accept a false
report (Shemos 23:1)." In chapter 6:a the
Chofetz Chaim explains that the punish-
ment for believing Loshon Hora is worse
that that for speaking it. If there were no
listener, there would be no speaker. It is
as if the listener gives the speaker the
‘stamp of approval’ on his Loshon Hora.”
“Honestly Mendy, how can you not be-
lieve these things? Does the Chofetz
Chaim give any advice?”

“He sure does, Yitzy. In

chapter 7:c, he writes that

someone who has spoken

Loshon Hora has violated

“The Chofetz Chaim answers that also in
chapter 6:c, Yitzy. If someone begins to
tell you something about someone and
you see that he is about to speak Loshon
Hora, ask him before he begins, ‘Is this
subject relevant to me? Is there something
that | can do to help the situation?’ If the
answer is no, then what he is about to say
is forbidden for you to hear.”

“Thank you so much Mendy. You really
know the laws of Loshon Hora very
well.”

“That is because | study them every day.
They are complicated and need constant
review.”

“l will try to do the same thing and do
my part to stamp out Loshon Hora.”

Kinderlach . . .

Why don’t we all learn the halachos of
Loshon Hora every day as Mendy does?
Rav Yehuda Zev Segel had made it very
easy for us. He devised a calendar, which
enables us to complete the sefer “Chofetz
Chaim” in four months by learning two
halachos each day. In addition, he notes
that every family who has begun learning
the laws according to his calendar has
seen blessing come into their lives in some
area. Hashem wants to shower you with
blessings. Now is your chance to help Him
help you.

Two for One

n

lt is freezing in here.”
“What do you expect? It is the middle of
the winter and there are no windows.
When are they ever going to finish this
Beit HaKinesset?”
“They need money.
money.”

Just then the Gabbai clops his hand on the
bimah. Everyone focuses their
attention on him.

Widows cost

“l know that everyone is
very cold in here. | have a
solution to the problem. |

a Torah prohibition. The
Torah states, ‘Do not be a
talebearer’ (Vayikra 19:16).

have spoken to a
contractor who puts in
windows. Normally he

If this person has sinned by
speaking Loshon Hora,
how can we trust him to

would charge $10,000 to
put all of the windows in
this Beit HaKinesset.

tell the truth? We see that
he is not careful about
sinning by speaking Loshon
Hora. Therefore we cannot

However, if we deliver the
money to him in cash by
the end of the week, he is
willing to do the job for

assume that he is careful
about the sin of not lying
or exaggerating the truth.”
“Wow, Mendy, you have

$5000. That means that
every dollar that you give
this week, is really like
giving two dollars. It’s two

sure opened my eyes.
What should | do if
someone begins speaking

for one. Who wants to be
the first one to grab this
mitzvah?”

Loshon Hora to me?”

“I'll give $100.”

“Me too.”

“I'm colder than you. I'll give $200.”
“I wish that | could afford $100.”
“Give what you can afford.”

“Okay, I'll give $50.”

“Seventy two dollars!”

And so it went. Little by little the money
added up. By the end of the week the
congregation had donated . . . $5000.
And the windows were installed the next
week. Everyone could now relax and pray
in comfort. One of the congregants ap-
proached the Gabbai to express his
hacoras hatov (appreciation).

“Where did you get the idea of two for
one? It is absolutely brilliant! Now we
can all pray in a nice warm Beit HaKines-
set. Thank you very, very much.”

“You’re welcome. Actually the idea came
to me when | read a verse in this week’s
parasha.”

“Please share it with me.”

“The verse states, “You shall be holy peo-
ple to Me’ (Shemos 22:30). The Rambam
in his Sefer HaMitzvos (Shoresh 4) quotes
the Mechilta who explains this verse as
follows. Every mitzvah that Hashem gives
to Klal Yisrael adds kedusha (holiness) to
them. The Rambam elaborates that a
mitzvah does not just stand by itself.
Rather it carries along with it another
mitzvah — to be holy. One who fulfills a
mitzvah is called holy. Therefore, he also
fulfills the mitzvah of “You shall be holy’
(Vayikra 19:2). There is no difference
between commanding a Jew to be holy,
or to do mitzvos. They are one and the
same. Therefore, for every mitzvah that a
person does, he fulfills two mitzvos. The
mitzvah itself and the additional mitzvah
of “You shall be holy.’”

“That’s two for one!”

“Exactly. That is where | got the idea
from.”

“When | gave a dollar, and got credit for
giving two dollars, | also got the mitzvah
of being holy because | performed the
mitzvah of giving tsedaka. That’s three
for one!”

“Now you’re really talking!”

Kinderlach . . .

Everyone is looking for a good deal. The
Torah gives us a great deal — two for one.
We do one mitzvah and automatically get
another one. What is that second mitzvah?
Holiness. This idea is expressed many times
in our prayers, “Make us holy with your
mitzvos.” The mitzvos have the power to
make us holy. This is one of the greatest
things that a person can accomplish. As
the verse states, “You shall be holy, for |
Hashem, your G-d am holy” (Vayikra
19:2). We can be like Hashem Himself.
Grab the holiness kinderlach. Do mitzvos.
You get a good deal. Two for one.
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