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Silver on Glass

Sdom was a city of great wealth. The

land owned by its’ people was very fer-
tile, producing an abundance of crops.
The earth of Sdom was rich in another
way. A Sdomite would pick vegetables
from his garden, and find a mother lode
of gold buried in the ground. With such
abundant resources, the Sdomites became
very wealthy indeed. However, there was
a dark side to this rich place.

w
The outcry of Sdom and Amorrah has

become great, and their sin is very grave”
(Bereshis 18:20). What was their sin?
Sdom was a place of unspeakable crime
and cruelty. The residents despised acts of
kindness. They considered anyone who
tried to help his fellow man a criminal,
and punished him accordingly. Guests to
the city were tortured. Visiting merchants
were robbed of their wares. If they com-
plained, they were fined. Such was the
perversion of “justice” in Sdom.

Why were such wealthy people unwill-

ing to help others by sharing
some of their prosperity?
Perhaps this story about
Rebbe Yaakov answers the
question. Rebbe Yaakov was a
poor man who excelled in the
mitzvah of hachnasas orchim
(accommodating guests). His
income was meager, and his
house was tiny. However,
weary travelers and poor
people always found a home
there. Rebbe Yaakov warmly
welcomed them, personally giving them a
good meal and a bed.

One day his Rav, the tsaddik Rebbe

Yishayahu came to visit Rebbe Yaakov.
Rebbe Yishayahu was so impressed with
the mesirus nefesh (self-sacrifice) of his
pupil for the mitzvah of hachnasas or-
chim, that he gave him a blessing that he
would become a wealthy man in order to
increase his performance of this mitzvah.
The tsaddik’s blessing was fulfilled, and
Rebbe Yaakov became a very wealthy
man. He bought a huge home and filled
it with beautiful furnishings. His servants
took care of the home leaving him free to
attend to his business matters. He no
longer had time to learn Torah, pray
properly, or personally attend to his
guests. The employees served them,
without the warmth of Rebbe Yaakov.
They quickly grew tired of the cold
treatment and stopped coming.

One day the tsaddik Rebbe Yishayahu

came again to visit Rebbe Yaakov. The
guard refused him entry into the home

until he sent a message revealing his iden-
tity. Rebbe Yaakov came out to person-
ally welcome Rebbe Yishayahu and invite
him into his new home. Rebbe Yishayahu
looked around and was very disturbed by
what he saw - beautiful furnishings, but
not even one guest! He motioned to
Rebbe Yaakov to come over to the win-
dow.
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What do you see?”

“Passers by, Rebbe.”

“Now, come over to this mirror. What
do you see?”

“Myself.”

“Rebbe Yaakov, please explain the differ-
ence between the mirror and the win-
dow. Both are made of glass, yet you can
see other people through the window,
but in the mirror you only see yourself.”
“The difference is very simple, Rebbe.
The glass is clear. However, the mirror is
a piece of glass coated with silver. The
silver prevents you from seeing others.”
“That is very interesting. Silver (money)
prevents you from seeing anyone but
yourself. It is worthwhile to rid yourself
of this excess wealth, so

that you can
begin to see other people.”

again

Rebbe Yaakov understood the tsaddik’s

message. He felt terrible regret over his
mistake, and asked the Rebbe if there was
a way that he could do teshuva. Rebbe
Yishaya replied that he should return to
his old way of personally caring for
guests. If he did this with the same
warmth, then he would retain his fortune
of wealth. If not, he would lose it. And
so, Rebbe Yaakov remained a rich man,
with a home full of guests. In the center
of the guest room was a mirror with half
of the silver coating removed. This served
as a constant reminder of the words of
the tsaddik.

lach, don’t get caught behind the mirror.
Keep your vision clear. Remember that
money is a means to serve Hashem. As we
learned last week, chessed is the backbone
of Avodas Hashem. Use your wealth to do
chessed. Serve people silver on a glass
platter.

Pray for Others

1w
There is no fear of G-d in this place”

(Bereshis 20:11). What place? In Gerar,
the kingdom of Avimelech. Avraham and
Sara traveled to Gerar after the destruc-
tion of Sdom and Amora. “Is this your
wife or your sister?” the men of Gerar
asked him. “That is how you treat a
guest?” comments Rashi. You should ask
him whether he needs food and drink.
Instead you ask him about his wife. You
only want to kill him and take her for a
wife. You have no fear of Hashem.

Avimelech and his court were punished

for their behavior. “Hashem surely closed

every womb in the home of Avimelech

upon the word of Sara the wife of

Avraham” (Bereshis 20:18). Yet

they were healed by the power of

Avraham’s prayer. “And Avraham

prayed to G-d and G-d healed

Avimelech and his wife and his

maidservants and they gave

birth” (Bereshis 20:17). The very

next verse states, “And Hashem

remembered Sara... and she

became pregnant and Sara bore a

son to Avraham in his old age.”

Rashi explains the juxtaposition of

these two events. Avraham prayed

to Hashem to open the wombs of the

people of Gerar. Therefore, Hashem

opened Sara’s womb. One can pray for

Hashem’s mercy to fulfill his friend’s

needs. If the one who prays is lacking the
same thing, he will be answered first.

Perhaps we can understand this as fol-

lows. When one prays for another, he
reaches a level of empathy with the other
person. He truly cares for him. He feels
his lack because he is lacking the same
thing. Hashem says (so to speak), “You
care for one of my children? Then 1 care
for you. I will grant your request first.”

Kinderlach . . .

Wealth is.a big test. Money draws a per-
son’s attention. One who has a lot of
money can get caught up in only thinking
about the money and his plans to spend
or invest it. He may not see other people
at all. Worse, he may see them as obsta-
cles in his way. He then feels justified in
doing anything to remove them. Kinder-

Kinderlach . . .

We all have our special requests that we
pray for every day. Do you know some-
one else who needs the same thing? You
can certainly empathize with him. He is
lacking the same thing as you. You know
how he feels. Pray for him. Put all of your
heart into it, as if you were praying for
yourself. Truly care for him. No prayer is
ever wasted. Hashem hears you. If the
thing you request is good for you, then
Hashem will answer your prayers. First.
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