Kin

der Toralh

Behaalosecha

Alhways Speak
Softly

‘S . ' . ,
hulie, you have fifteen minutes until

bedtime.”
“Thank you for reminding me, Imma.”

Fifteen minutes pass, and Shulie is not
ready for bed.

“Shulie, it is now your bedtime and you
are still not ready. | have warned you
about this many times. | have also told
you about the consequences. For every
minute that you are late, you will go to
bed one minute earlier tomorrow night. |
am now beginning to count the minutes.”

Shulie’s mother calmly lookS at her watch.
Shulie rusheS$ to put on her pajamas, wash
her face, brush her teeth, and prepare the
water for washing her hands in the
morning. She foldS her clothes and lays
down in bed.

“How much time did | take, Imma?”
“Ten minutes, Shulie. Tomorrow you go
to bed ten minutes earlier.”

“l should have listened to you fifteen
minutes ago, Imma. | really want to
thank you for not getting angry with me.
You could have easily gotten upset by
my not listening.”

“l learned to have patience from my
mother, Shulie. She hardly ever got
upset. | also had many teachers in school.
Some got angry with the class, and some
did not. | have to struggle to remember
the words of those who became angry.
However, the teachings of the soft
spoken teachers are still with me.”

“l see.”
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once asked a teacher how she

managed to remain calm. She pointed me
to the Sifsei Chachomim in this week’s
parasha.”

“Can you please
Imma?”

“Yes, Shulie. The Torah is relating the
episode where Miriam spoke loshon hora
about Moshe Rabbeinu (Bamidbar 12:1-
16). Hashem summoned Moshe, Aharon,
and Miriam to the Ohel Moed. He spoke
to Aharon and Miriam saying, ‘Please hear
My words.” The Sifsei Chachomim explains
that Hashem only requested that they
listen to Him. Although He was angry (so
to speak) with them, He spoke with
nachas (pleasantness). If He had spoken

share it with me,

angrily, His words would not have been
heard. Kal v’chomer (how much more so)
a person, who is only made of flesh and
blood, must speak softly.”

“I hear those words clearly, Imma.”

“The Ramban wrote a famous letter,
Shulie on the evils of anger and the
benefits of patience. All sorts of
gehennom rule over one who becomes
angry. It is truly horrible.”

“We see what an ugly middah anger is
even in this world, Imma.”

“Yes, Shulie. The Ramban advises,
‘Accustom yourself always to speak all of
your words softly to everyone, at all
times, and in this way you will be saved
from anger.” The Ramban does not make
any exceptions - always, all of your
words, to everyone, at all times. By
constantly guarding the tone of your
voice, you will learn to control your
anger. And you will be saved from

|
/

(I

A

Slave or Pay?
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lZdim zommemim” — witness who

plot to frame a victim by giving false
testimony against him — receive a special
punishment, unique in the Torah. They
receive “ka’asher zomam” the very same
sentence that they tried to convict the
victim. Therefore, if they try to convict
their victim of stealing $1000, they must
pay $1000.

" hen a person steals more money

than he can pay back, he must be sold as
a servant and work off the debt.
Therefore, if he steals $1,000,000, spends
it and is left with nothing, and is then
convicted, he is sold as a slave in order to
pay back the $1,000,000.

The question is:
What if wealthy “edim zommemim” plot

to convict someone of stealing
$1,000,000. He does not have the
money, but they do. They are

subsequently caught and must receive the
same sentence that they tried to convict.
Had they succeeded, their victim would
have been sold as a slave. However, they
have the $1,000,000 to pay the fine. Are
they sold as slaves or not?

gehennom, a fate too horrible to
describe. In addition, your words will be
heard. Therefore speaking softly is more
effective than raising your voice.”

“Wow, Imma. You convinced me. I'm
going to listen to the words of the
Ramban and do my best to follow them.”
“Hashem should bless you with great
patience, Shulie.”

Kinderlach . . .

Speaking softly is a great middah. It leads
to something even better - patience.
Wouldn't it be great to never get upset?
You can do it! Follow the words of the
Ramban. Speak softly always, all of your
words, to everyone, at all times. The
Ramban himself advises reading his letter
once a week, in order that the words
enter your heart. You can do it kinderlach.
Read the Ramban’s letter each week.
Speak softly. Always.

The answer is:

The Gemora (Makkos 2b) deals with this
case. It brings three variations. One is the
case above. The second is a case where
the victim is wealthy and the “eidim
zommemim” are poor. He would not
have been sold as a slave, but they cannot
pay. Are they sold? The third is where they
are both poor. Surely, the “eidim
zommemim” must be sold as slaves. The
answer is that the verse states, “He shall be
sold for his theft” (Shemos 22:2). Only
when he steals, and not when he plots to
convict someone of stealing. Therefore,
“eidim zommemim” are never sold as
slaves.

THIS PUZZLE AND ANSWER IS FOR LEARNING AND
DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY. DO NOT RELY
UPON IT FOR PSAK HALACHA! CONSULT A RAV
TO DETERMINE THE CORRECT HALACHIC RULING.
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